Good evening Members of the Appropriations Committee.

I'm Lance Q Johnson and I've been an advocate for senior's issues with AARP
for a couple of years now, and | wish to speak on the proposed cuts in municipal
matching grants for the Dial-A-Ride program.

In my view such measures are unconscionable. Especially since this proposal
would effect not only seniors but would also include the disabled.

As of this year 136 towns applied for the matching grants. In my own town of
East Hampton, before the matching grants only a half day program was offered,
limiting the number and kinds of activities that senior citizens and the disabled
were able to perform. With the Municipal matching grants for Dial-A-Ride our
town was able to go to a full day format.

This is an essential service for seniors and the disabled, especially in the more
rural areas of the state! And not only that, but it facilitates their being able to
remain within their communities longer, rather then becoming an additional
burden to their loved ones and eventually the state...

Penny not so wise and pound foolish.... | say.

Should the unsung heroes of the older generation our mother and fathers, aunt
and uncles, friends and neighbors who labored to make America great, be
forgotten now in the seemingly mindless expediency to close a budget deficit?

| think not.

In conclusion and on behalf of those for whom | advocate | would like to leave
you with a quote to help you keep all this in perspective as you deliberate on
renewing this funding.....

“Once | built a tower, up to the sun, brick, and rivet, and lime.
Once | built a tower; now it's done. Brother, can you spare a dime?”
Yip Harburg - 1931



