| CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH CARE FaciLities, Inc.

Public Hearing Testimonv of Toni M. Fatone, Executive Vsm»?msadmt
of the £T Association of Healthesre Eacilitics

Select Committee on Aging- January 279 2009

Gocdmorning Sen. Prague, Rap. And members of the Select Commitias
on Aging. I am Tonl Fatone, the Brecutive Vice-President of the CT
Associntion of Healthoure Facilities an organization representing skilled
nursing faciiities profit and not for profit statewide.

I am hore today to testify on SB 450 AAC Nursing Home Qversight, 8
454 AAT Nursing Home Staffing Levels and SB 455 AAC Nursing Home
Bili of Rights.

£B 450-was a major piece of legisiation last year that was umhﬂa 1o be
adopted by the General assembly because as drafted was rife with
problems, not the least of which were 2 host of constitutions! legal
issues that were unresoived before the end of the legisiative session.
Unresolved, in spite of monumenta! efforts of the best and the ‘
brighitest legiziative, administrative and legal tailont available. Wikile

* this Bl Is far from beling fleshed out I coution the committes that the
Bifl from last year if that's the language you intend to use again is still
rife with problems that must be regolved.

SB-484- we support nursing home staffing lovels. I am here every yenr
tastifying in support of this initiative for more vears than I would like
to recall. And I am here agaln this year. Bub ¥ must admit I am not
confident in these dire nanclal cireumstances that funding will be
zilocated o adopt such an inltiative in spite of its inporiance. Thers is
- not a nursing home in the stale thet would aot welcome the much
m&&ﬁ@&&fm&ﬂ%mg fo hire more staff. But after more than 2 yesr of
record increnses in costs and no Mediceld rale increaes lnst year more
nursing homes than not are on the financizt brink. As of mda*y the
state’s receiver is now the 5%  provider” in the Stae oversesing a
dozen nursing homes in financial receivership. I regret to say she may -
move up to be the 2ad or 2 largest “‘gxmwﬁm‘" by the end of this fiscal
year if no funding is forth coming. .

5B 455 AAC The Nursing Home Bl of Rights- ﬁ:ﬁ‘é&ﬁ Bl wikile
laudable in am intent completely strips & nursing home of amy
‘protections it may have when dealing with dysfunctional families.
Families who steal their mother’s soclal security or pension checks that

WO RHR:

Two Rivarview Square ® 99 East River Drive ® Fast Hartford, CT 06108 = Telephone {860} 200-9424 o Fax (R60D) 260-9478






should be turned over to pay for her care. Families who abscond wwith
funds to pay for their own needs and wanis but have no authority to do
go. Families who by these actions are committing Medicaid fravd and
puiting more unwarranted financial pressure on the facility that will
fnot be paid for that care when the Medicaid system is expecting the
individual to utllize whatever funds they may have to reduce the
expenses on Medicald. Yes Medicald does require some lovel of
personal responsibility to be carvied out by the family member or
responsible party that promises to turn over these funds, When they
clon't our only recourse is to file logaf procecdings. We would welcome
the opportunity to sit down with you and the proponent of the bill to
work thry a sensible solution for afl.

Thank you for your Hime today. I am happy to answar any
gquestions.






