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4015.15 Types of Inaccessible Assets

Assets considered inaccessible to the assistance unit under the Food Stamps
program, include but are not limited to:

A. property in probate;

B. a jointly held asset which cannot practically be subdivided and which a joint
holder refuses to liquidate;

C. a security deposit on rental property or utilities;

D. irrevocable trust funds, as described at 4030.80E;

E. real property that the individual is making a bona fide effort to sell at a
reasonable price, but has not been sold;

[F. A registered or unregistered motor vehicle that is determined to have a value
of$1,500 or less after:

1. estimating the cost of the sale or disposition of the vehicle; and

2. taking into account the household's equity in the vehicle;]

[G.]F. an irrevocable burial fund; and

[H.]G. a burial fund that can not be liquidated during the certification period.
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4020.15 H. 2. Life Insurance Policies and Certain Pension Plans (continued)

a. Section 501(c)(18) plans (retirement plans for union members consisting of
employee contributions to certain trusts that must have been established before
June 25, 1959); and

b. Keogh plans that involve a contractual obligation with someone who is· not a
household member.

(Cross reference 4030.66)

1. [Certain Registered] Vehicles

[1. A vehicle such as a taxi, truck or fishing boat is excluded if the vehicle is used for
income producing purposes over 50% ofthe time the vehicle is used.

2. A vehicle which annually produces income consistent with its fair market value is
excluded even ifused only on a seasonal basis.

3. A vehicle necessary for long distance travel, other than daily commuting, that is
essential to a deemor's or the assistance unit member's ability to continue
employment is excluded.

4. A vehicle used as the assistance unit's home, as defined in this chapter, is excluded.

5. A vehicle necessary to transport a physically disabled deemor or assistance unit
member, regardless of the purpose of such transportation, is excluded.

a. The exclusion is limited to one vehicle per physically disabled deemor or
assistance unit member.

b. The vehicle need not have special equipment or be used primarily by or for
the transportation of the physically disabled deemor or assistance unit
member.

6. A vehicle necessary to carry the household's primary source of fuel for heating or
water for home use is excluded.

7. A vehicle considered an inaccessible asset is excluded. (Cross-reference 4015.15)



8. The equity value of a vehicle up to the amount of the TFA motor vehicle exclusion
is excluded (Cross-reference 8550.15). This exclusion applies to:

a the vehicle with the highest fair market value; and

b. not otherwise totally excluded or considered an inaccessible asset; and

c. one vehicle per assistance unit

9. Up to $4,650 of the fair market value of a vehicle, not otherwise excluded
according to I through 8, above, is excluded. This exclusion applies to:

a. one vehicle per adult household member or deemor, regardless ofuse; or

b. a vehicle driven by a household member or deemor under 18 to go to and
from work, to find work, or to go to and from training or education which is
preparatory to work. This exclusion also applies during temporary periods of
unemployment.]

All vehicles are totally excluded.

J. Installment Contracts

An installment contract for the sale of land or other property is excluded if the contract
or agreement is producing income consistent with its fair market value. Also, the value
of any property sold under the installment contract, or held as security in exchange for a
purchase price consistent with the fair market value of that property is excluded.

K. Disaster Assistance Payments

1. Government payments for restoration of a home damaged in a disaster are
excluded.

2. Any payments such as those made by the Individual and Family Grant Program or
the Small Business Administration which are designated for the restoration of a
home damaged in a disaster are excluded. The assistance unit must be subject to
legal sanction ifthe funds are not used as intended.
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4030.55 The Department evaluates each motor vehicle owned by every member of the assistance
unit in terms of the vehicle's status as an excluded, inaccessible, or counted asset.

A. Fair Market Value

1. The fair market value of a motor vehicle is the "Average Trade-in Value"
listed in the National Automobile Official Dealers (NADA) Used Car Guide,
or, for older models, the Appraisal Guide unless the assistance unit proves
otherwise.

2. The fair market value of a motor vehicle is not increased if the vehicle is
specially equipped with apparatus for the handicapped.

3. The fair market value of a motor vehicle is not increased by adding the value
oflow mileage or other factors such as optional equipment.

4. The assistance unit may contest the value given by the Department by
presenting documentation from a reliable source regarding the actual value of
the motor vehicle. The Department adjusts its computation accordingly if
appropriate.

B. Motor Vehicle Used as a Home

A registered camper, trailer or mobile home is excluded as home property if the
assistance unit is using it as principal residence.

c. AFDC and FMA

I. Up to $1,500 of the equity v!J.lue of one motor vehicle per assistance unit is
excluded. The amount of the equity value in excess of $1,500 is counted
toward the asset limit.

2. If the assistance unit owns more than one motor vehicle, the $1,500 exclusion
is applied to the vehicle that has the highest equity value.



g.

D. AABD and MAABD

1. For an individual and spouse ifany, living together one motor vehicle is
excluded if it :

a. is needed for employment: or

b. is needed for the medical treatment of a specific or ongoing medical
problem; or

c. has been modified for operation by or transportation of a handicapped
person.

2. Up to $4,500 of the fair market value of one motor vehicle is excluded, if no
vehicle is otherwise totally excluded. The amount of the fair market value in
excess of$4,500 is counted toward the asset limit.

3. If there is more than one vehicle, the unit's equity in the second vehicle is
counted toward the asset limit.

4. If there is more than one motor vehicle, the $4,500 exclusion is applied in a
way, which is the most advantageous to the assistance unit.

E. Food Stamps (Cross Reference 4020.15)

[1. Any registered motor vehicle is totally excluded if it is:

a. used primarily for income producing purposes, such as, but not limited
to a taxi or truck. A registered fishing boat is also excluded under this
provision; or

b. annually producing income consistent with its fair market value, even if
used only on a seasonal basis; or

c. necessary for long distance travel, other than daily commuting, that is
essential to the employment of a deemor or an assistance unit member;
or

d. necessary to transport a physically disabled deemor or assistance unit
member, regardless ofthe purpose ofsuch transportation.

(1) The exclusion is limited to one vehicle per physically disabled
deemor or assistance unit member.

(2) The vehicle need not have special equipment or be used primarily
by or for the transportation of the physically disabled deemor or
assistance unit member, or

e. used as the household's home; or

f. necessary to carry fuel for heating or water. The vehicle is also
excluded when it is anticipated that this will be the primary way for
the household to obtain fuel or water during a certification period; or

considered an inaccessible asset (cross-reference 4015.15.). This
exclusion also applies to unregistered motor vehicles.

2. If a registered motor vehicle is not totally excluded, as indicated in 1 above,
the registered motor vehicle with the highest fair market value is subject to
the IFA motor vehicle rule (cross-reference 8550.15).



The TFA motor vehicle rule excludes the equity value up to $9,500. The
equity value in excess of$9,500 is counted toward the FS asset limit.

3. If a registered motor vehicle is not totally excluded, as indicated in I above,
or partially excluded under the TFA motor vehicle exclusion as indicated in 2
above, up to $4,650 of the fair market value of the following vehicles is
excluded:

a. one vehicle per adult household member or deemor regardless ofuse; or

b. a vehicle driven by a household member or deemor under the age of 18
to and from work, to find work, or to and from training or education
preparatory to work. The exclusion applies during temporary periods of
unemployment.

The amount of the fair market value in excess of $4,650 is counted toward
the asset limit.

4. If a registered motor vehicle is neither totally nor partially excluded as --
indicated in I, 2 or 3 above, the Department evaluates the vehicle for both its
fair market value and for the assistance unit's equity in the vehicle. The
higher of the following amounts is counted toward the assistance unit's asset
limit:

a. the vehicle's fair market value in excess of$4,650; or

b. the assistance unit's equity in the vehicle.

5. Unless it is excluded as an inaccessible asset, the equity value of an
unregistered vehicle is counted toward the assistance unit's asset limit. (Cross
reference 4015.15.)]

All vehicles are totally excluded.



R·39 REV. 1fT?

IMPORTANT: Reed instructions on
bottom ofCertification Page bafore .
completing this fonn. Failure to comply
with instructions may cause disapproval
ofproposed Regulations.

SECTION _

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

REGULATION
OF

NAME OF AGENCY

Department of Social Services

Concerning

SUBJECT MATTER OF REGULATION

Motor Vehicles in the Food Stamp Program
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Slatement ofPurpose; (A) The purpose ofthe proposed regulation is to amend the Uniform Policy Manual (UPM) to change the rules
regarding evaluation ofmotor vehicles for eligibility in the Food S1amp program to be consistent with the rules regarding evaluation of
motor vehicles under the Care4Kids program. The problem, issues or circumstances that the regulation proposes to address is; Under
the current Food S1amp policy, the individual is allowed to have a motor vehicle with an asset lbnit of$4,650 or below, unless the
vehicle is primarily used for income producing purposes. The fair market value in excess of$4,650 is counted towards the individual's
asset lbnit. Public Act 07·63 requires that the Department use the alternative motor vehicle evaluation provisions found in 7 CFR
273.8(£)(4) allOWing the Department to use the same rules regarding evaluation ofmotor vehicles in the Food S1amp program as are
applied in the Care4Kids program, which permits the Department to exclude all vehicles from being counted as assets in the Food
S1amp program. The proposed regulation amends the UPM to reflect this change.

(B) The main provisions ofthe regulation are sununarized as follows; registered or unregistered motor vehicles determined to have a
value of$I,500 or less are deleted from the listing ofthe types ofinaccessible assets (upM 4015.15); the list ofcertain registerede

vehicles that are exclude as assets is deleted and replaced with the provision that all vehicles are totally excluded as assets (upM
4020.15 1.); and the list ofregistered motor vehicles that are totally excluded as assets is deleted and replaced with the provision that all
vehicles are totally excluded (upM 4030.55 E.)

(C) The legal effect ofthe regulation is to exclude all vehicles from being counted as assets in the Food Stamp program. The
regulation changes existing regulations or other law by amending UPM section § 4015.15, 4020.15 and 4030.55.
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. One copy of all regulations for adoption, amendment or repeal, except emergency regulations, must be presented to the Attom~y
General for his determination of legal sufficiency. Section 4-169 of the General Statutes.

2. Seventeen copies of all regUlations for adoption, amendment or repeal, except emergency regUlations, must be presented to the
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language in brackets. Section 4·170 of the General Statutes.



R~_ ..ations
OF

Department of Social Services

CONCERNING

Received and filed in the Office of the
Secretary of the State

____________2° 1

Approved by Attorney General

____________,2° 1

Approved by Legislative Regulation
Review Committee or General Assembly

____________2° 1

Published in Connecticut Law Journal

_-"-J,,,un.J>e,-,2:;::4c.., ---'20 08


