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The Department of Public Health provides the following information with regards to House Bill 5812. Itis
important to note neither the enacted state budget nor the Governor’'s proposed budget for the Department of
Public Health inciudes funding for this initiative.

Section 1 of this legisiation proposes that Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) be avaitable during a
mass gathering as defined in Section 19a-437 of the General Statutes. Prior to the gathering, the applicant must
provide a written pian to the primary services area responder in the location where the assembly will be held,
Noticeable signage that indicates the location of the AED must be present.

Sections 3 and 4 of this legislation require the Department of Public Health to establish and administer a
program to provide grants to municipalities for the purpose of purchasing AEDs for placement and use in public
buildings and schools under the jurisdiction of the municipality or its board of education. The municipalities
receiving grant awards must demonstrate that they have been designated a HEARTSafe Community Program.

The Department of Public Health, in coliaboration with the American Heart Association, developed the
HEARTSafe Communities Program to promote and recognize the efforts of local municipalities to provide
improved cardiac response and care to its residents.

The HEARTSafe Communities Program is designed to improve the survival odds for people suffering
sudden cardiac events, such as heart attacks or cardiac events, by involving family, friends and neighbors. The
key to the program has heen dubbed the ‘Chain of Survival. The ‘Chain of Survival’ has four vital links: early
access to emergency care; early CPR; early defibrillation and early advanced life support care.

About 335,000 people in the U.S. die each year from coronary heart disease before reaching a hospital.
Most of these deaths result from sudden cardiac arrest. When the arrest occurs outside a hospital setting, most
victims die because cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and defibrillation were not provided soon enough. The
chances of survival for a victim of cardiac arrest decrease 7-10 percent for each minute that elapses after the
arrest, very few successful resuscitations are performed after ten minutes. The AED is an important component
of the ‘Chain of Survival. AEDs are portable machines that detect abnormal heart rhythms and, if necessary,
allow the user to activate one or more eiectronic shocks to attempt restoration of a normal heartbeat. According
to the American Heart Association, strengthening the ‘Chain of Survival’ nationwide can save as many as 50,000
lives annually from cardiac arrest alone.

It is clear that the strategic placement of AEDs and iarger numbers of people trained in their use and CPR
will increase the survival rate for cardiac arrest patients. The distribution of AEDs for use in public buildings and
schoois is recommended.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s view on House Bill 5812.
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