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Students

, The Department of Public Health provides the following information with regard to
House Bill 5702.

Respiratory care practitioners provide services to patients under the direction of a
physician and in accordance with written protocols developed by said physician. Respiratory
care practitioners may transcribe and implement written and verbal orders for respiratory care
issued by a physician, physician assistant or advanced practice registered nurse. This bill does
not appear to allow the physician, physician’s assistant or advanced practice registered nurse
who prescribed the inhaler to provide the written certification necessary to permit the child to
carry the inhaler at school.

The Department of Public Health befieves that it may be more appropriate to amend the
section of the education statutes that pertains to medication administration (C.G.S. 10-212a} rather
than the current proposed location regarding the heaith assessment form.

The Department of Public Health asks the Committee to consider requiring school boards
to develop or adopt a self-carry policy that will meet the needs of all students. The current
regulations permit this but do not require it. At present, only four states do not require a self-
administration policy. Three states have no self-administration policy: Louisiana, South Dakota,
and Vermont. Connecticut is the only state with a policy that does not mandate all school boards
to adopt a self-administration policy. A standardized policy could be developed as a guide for
adoption by those school boards that do not already have a policy in place which will ensure ali
children deemed capable by their medical provider have access to an asthma inhaler when
needed.

Also, should the new language move forward, DPH recommends that once the health
assessment records have been modified to capture the information about seif-carry certification
the DPH Asthma Program strongly recommends an additional check box be added for the
presence of a written asthma treatment plan and that schools report data from both check boxes
to the Asthma Program. School nurses are currently required to report asthma data to the
Department of Public Health, inciuding information from the Health Assessment Record. The
additional suggested reporting elements could be added to Heaith Assessment Record and the
current defined school nurse reporting elements such as age, race, gender and ethnicity. This
would improve the Asthma Program’s ability to evaluate asthma control in school children.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this bill.
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