Board of Directors

R. Michacl Goman
President
Developer

Donald I. Poland, AICT
Secretary

Planning Consultant
Connecticut Planning &
Development, LL.C.

Chuck Coursey
Dreputy Mayor
West Hartford Town Council

Eric £ Brown

Environmental Specialist
Connecticut Business & Industry
Association

William H. Ethier

Lxecutive Vice Presidenn &
Chicf Execcutive Officer
Homne Builders Association of
Connecticut, Ing,

Douglas G. Fisher

Manager of Economic
Developraent and Community
Relations

Northeast Utilities

Timothy G. Phelan
President

Conngcticat Retai}
Merchants Association

Denald J. Poland, AICP
Executive Director & CED
P.0O. Bex 230154
Hartford, CT 06103-0154

Phone: 860 635-6897
Fax: 860 5218295
ewplanning@yahoo.com

Connecticut Partnership for Balanced Growth

Conmponioer Panrweasiir Fon

Bararncen Growrs

Connecticut State Legislature
Planning & Development Committee - Public Hearing
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, Connecticut
March 3, 2008

HB-5713 An Act Concerning Special Districts

To:  Honorable Senator Eric Colman
Honorable Representative Art Feltman

From: Donald J. Poland, AICP
Executive Director & CEQ

The Connecticut Partnership for Balanced Growth (CPBG) believes that
Connecticut needs an aggressive growth policy to ensure our economic
competitiveness and to maintain our high quality of life. HB-5713 creates an
additional tool to encourage growth and development.

The language proposed to be added to 7-325 would allow the owner of
undeveloped or unoccupied property to apply to the local legislative body to
create a special tax district.

Connecticut and its cities and towns would be at a competitive advantage because
the change would allow an attractive way to obtain private investment in
undeveloped property that a municipality wants developed. It will stimulate
needed new housing and other economic development by allowing property
owners to finance the cost of roads, utilities and other improvements using tax
exempt bonds.

CPBG strongly supports and recommends that this Committee J¥ this bill and
further support its passage in the House and Senate.

Donald }. Poland, AICP — Executive Director
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