State of Connecticut ,
OFFICE OF CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER

30 TRINITY STREET — 4TH FLOOR ATTORNEY BRIAN S.CARLOW
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 . DEPUTY CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER
" TEL: 860-509-6403 :
FAX: 860-509-6495

TESTIMONY OF _
DEPUTY CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER BRIAN CARLOW

Raised S.B. No. 608
An Act Concerning the Videotaping of Interrogations

Public Hearing before the Judiciary Committee
March 20, 2008

" As in years past, this office supports. electronic recording of interrogations as propos?d n
Raised Bill No. 608, An Act Concerning the Videotaping of Interrogations.
We believe that this is critical to ensure that the process by which interrogations are
conducted is fair and will enhance the truthfulness and accuracy of statements that are given

~as a result of that process. Our understanding is that the Division of Criminal Justice is

' currently undertaking a pilot program with respect to the electronic recording of
interrogations and we encourage and support that effort. We would hope that as a result of
this pilot that the Division of Ctiminal Justice will voluntatily advocate for and msutur:e sgch
reform procedures in a more universal and consistent manner prior to the next legislative
term.



