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CONNECTICUT WITCH TRIALS

By: Sandra Normarl—Eady, Chief Attomey
Jennlfer lemler, leranan

You asked a senes of ques’uons

M. Taylor author of The Wltchcrqft uswn in Colomal Connectwut 1647-~
+1697; Connecticut ‘historian Waltei W- Woodard, author of Soon to be
published Prosperos Amenca. John Wmthrop, Jr., Alchemy and the
Creation of New England Culture 1606-1676; and J ohn Putman Demos,
author of Entertaining Satan: Wltchcraft and the Culture of Early New

England
_What"xs the Origin of the Crime of “Witchcraft"”

The crime of w1tchcraft was included in laws enacted by the _
parliament of England during Queen Elizabeth I's reign (1558-1603).
Witchcraft and its penalty were thought to be the express law of God-as .
stated in Exodus 22:18 (“Thou shalt-not suffer a witch to live”), Levmcus

- 20:27 (“A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a
- wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones:
- their blood shall be - upon them”), and Deuteronomy 18: 10 (“There shall
not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or-an observer of times, or
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" - colonists held strong rehglou E

an enchanter or a witch” (quotes from the Holy Bible, King James
Vers1on)

- In each of the New Engl' eal
that involved having some
Satan. The earliest laws of
Blue Laws, make it a capit
, Wltch that is, hathor consu
put to death.” Although thi
to result from this relation;
~ be harm that warranted the eff
In addition to a formal w1toh’
often the bases for civil suiits f

- When were Connecttcut s W
. 'Them‘) ’ : U

Connecticut’s Wit'oh tnals .

bel efs and years of ﬁghtmg Natn?e
Americans, ﬂoods and epldemlcal sickness may have caused them to _
‘look for someone (Satan] to blame for their hardships

Descr:be the Legal Proceedmgs

Although all proceedings appeared to have been documented many of .
~ the trial records no longer exist. Of thoge that survive, ‘historians have
* discovered that a formal complaint started the process. Following the
complaint, local magistrates would collect evidence, usually consisting of
. depos1t10ns from witnesses and an examination of the accused. A: single -
- witness was all it took to support a witchcraft conviction prior to, 1662:"
Beginning that year, Connecticut required simultaneous witnessing of ‘
the same incident by two or more people. o

- Once gathered, the information was forwarded to hlgher courts

 authorized to try ‘capital cases. The high court would refer the cases to a

~‘grand jury for indictment. Full consideration was given to the written -

. evidence and, where possible, there was a personal reaffirmation of the

~ testimony by the deponents. If indicted, cases went to a jury trial. The

- governor’s assistant served as prosecutor and as such he shaped the

jury’s understanding of the case. The prosecutor and the accused called

witnesses (it is unclear whether the accused were represented by
counsel). Once all of the evidence was presented, the jury delivered its
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verdict and the maglstrate (the governor) imposed sentence.

If thie jury

returned a verdict with which the magistrate ,'isagreed he could

overturn it.

' varymg accounts of the mim

shows the names -of peo_ple )

People Accused of

, Accusatwn Date Verd-lct or Sen_tence _

Witchcraft and Place 1. L

[ Alice Young 1 1647 Windsor .Hanged o
Mary Johnson | 1648 Wethersfield | Pressured intoa .

' - a confession and probably

_ ' _ | executed _
John and Joan - 1651 Wethersfield * | Guilty, executed
Carrington ' ‘

Goodwife Bassett

{ 1651 Fairfield

Convictéd and -hung

.| Goodwife Knapp

1653 Faiifield

Convicted and hung

Elizabeth Goodman

1653 and 1655 New
Haven

Charged with Slander in
1653. In 1655, acquitted |
of witchcraft and '
released with' a’

reprimand and warning.

1654 New Haven

‘| Mary Staples - Slander

- | Lydia Gilbert 1654 Windsor | Probably executed-
| Nicholas Bailey & wife | 1655 ‘ Acquitted and bamshed
| Williamn Meaker 1657 New Haven Slander
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Table 1 (conﬁnued]

Elizabeth Garlick

‘| Katheritie Palmer

Nichol4ds & Margaret
Jennings - :

Judith Vailet -

[ Goody Ajres

‘Rebecca Greensmith

| Nathanial-Greensmith

- .| Mary Safiford .. |
| Andrew: Sanford
o Mary Bames ’
James Wakeley
Y Elizabeth Seage'r 1663 Hartford = . Tned twme and acqmtted
: - e both umes :
Mary Hall 1664 Setauket* | Indicted: . - -
Elizabeth Seager - 1665 Hartford Gonvicted, however fhe
' ' _ . ‘governor revérsed the
. ‘_ _ - | verdict
Ralph and Mary Hall 1664 Setauket* ' -Acquitted
Hannah Griswold - - | 1667 Saybrook Slander - ' _
William Graves 1667 Stamford Complamt ﬁled probably
I . L indicted .
| Katherine Harrison '| 1669 Wethersfield | Guilty, however verdict
' ' was overturned and
. . = | Harrison left Connec’acut
| Goody Messenger 1673 Windsor ‘| 'Slander
Goody Burr , 1678 Wethersfield Slander
Goody Bowden 1689 New Haven Slander

| Mercy Disborough = .| 1692 Fairfield Subjected-to the water
| ' ' _ test** and later convicted

and sentenced to death,
however given a reprieve
by the General Assembl

Elizabeth Clawson | 1692 Stamford = | Subjected to the water
: - _ - test** and acquitted
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Table 1 (continued)

Mary Staples

possessed evil spints. Th'
person. sank she was mno

No Accordmg to the boaJ;d there '1s b _procef__“ for gi'antmgsuch a-

‘ -pardon
’ Has any Other State Granted a Posthumous Pardon?

It appears that two states (Massachusetts and Vlrglma) have gra.nted
witches posthumous pardons On Octobér 17, 1711, the governor and
General Court reversed the conviction agalnst several people tried as -

- witches'in 1692 and ordered: festitution. Years later, on August 28, -

1957, the General Couirt of Massachusetts isstied a resolution’ [attached)
{1) finding that Ann Pudeator and others ‘execuited for mtchcraﬁ in 1692
may have been illegally tried, convicted, and sentenced; (2) declaring its
belief that witcheraft trials were. shocking and the result of a wave of

" popular hysterical fear of the Devil in the commumty and (3) declaring

_ that the resolution did not (a) bestow rights that did not: exist before its

' passage, (b) authorize any stuiits or deprive anyone of a suit or defense K .
that existed before its passage, (c) alter property rights, or (d) require or ", -
' perrmt the remission of dny nnposed penalty, fine, or: forfelture

" On October 1, 2001 ‘the Massachusetts leglslature amended t.he 1957
- resolution by addlng the names of the five other people executed for
witcheraft in 1692. Those ddded were Bridget Bishop, Susannah Martin,
- Alice Parker, Margaret Scott, and Wilmot Redd. We have attached a copy
of the amendment. :
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CHAPTER 122 OF THE ACTS OF 2001 . ape 1 of 1
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Timothy M. Kaine

Governor

~as you work to promote Justlce i the 1706 “w1tch ducking
‘ Sherwood. : : : ’

Ms. Belmda-Nash |

extendmg best vwshes
case of Grace : '

With- 300 years of hmdsnght, we all certamly cari agree that trial by water

“is an injustice: We also-can-celébrate. the fact that a woman:s equalny is

constitutionally protected today, and wome have the freedom to pursue their
_hopes and dreams. : .- :

The historieal records that survive md:cate that Ms Sherwood a midwife

| and widowed. mother of three, survived her “trial by water” in 1706. Those

records also indicate that one. of my predecessors, Govembor Alexander
Spotswood, eventually helped her reclaim her property. The record also indicates:

" Ms, Sherwood led an otherwise quiet and Iaw-abldmg life until she died at the age

of 80. _
Today, July 10, 2006, as 70" Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia,

Tam pleased to officially restore the good name of Grace Sherwood.

Sincerely,

//M

Tunothy M., Kaine

Patnck Hen.ry Building ® 111} East Broad Street v R|chmond Vlrglma 23719
(804) 786-2211 » TTY (800) 828-1120

www.governot.virginia.gov




ge if the toWn will vote to
itters thereof lay out a.nd
ton Road, go° ca.lled staked o

 Winnicummet Road at Yamg‘s Cor- '

lgh Street

see ift the town wil] vote to

tall a hydrzmt midway of Ann y Lane,

. ¢e if the town will vote ta raige and
_of $1,000 for one thous:md feet of
re Department i

e if the town will vote to raise and

[100 for the dividing of Cureuit No.4.

emn and for the installation of a new

{08 d'.

75 for a new portable fire pump,

300 for the maintenance of the fire

3 if the town will vote to rajse and
ssuance and distribution of printed
B resourceg and natural advantages
ration with other towns in the Sea~

~lopment. Assoaiation, the sum ‘of -

28

Fiiada oo

" from the reputed last
' the town of Hampton a8 thi

Lovely a gtrip of la.nd ne

ations agmnst Eunice (Goody)

d.
Sting places and from the site

dy) Cole be- gathered in an

la.tmg to'thé falgé b
Cole, and that the burn

of the home of Eunice

tly. place
wm &8 reverspliy o} e Selectmen shall designateé.

to
17. To gee if the Town w111 vote
Al'tltle ar the incinerator plant

Article 18. To transact any other busmess that tnay
come before said meeting, .

leen under our hands and seals this Twenty-ﬁrst da.y
of February in the year of our Lord 1938,

EDWARD S. BATCHELDER,

ELROY G. SHAW,
HARRY D. MUNSEY,

" Selectmen of Hamptpn, N.H

2

) uménts together with soil =

d in the. ground at such place in-

aell R. H .



e ‘may be without Impediment to the Ordmary course of Justice.

. The Salem Witchcraft Papers, Volume 3 Nerbatml Transeripts of the:Legal Documents ... - Page 1 of 3

(Reversal of Attmnder October 17 1711 )

Provmce of the Massachusets Bay: Anno Regm Anna Reginae Decxmo

. An Act to reverse the attainders of George Burraughs and others fer Witchcraﬁ

Provmce were Infested with a homhle
_ Oyer and Termmer holden at. Salem/

_ '.of Topsﬁeld, Samuel

- Wardell; M Parker er,
- Ma ""'-Lace , all ofAndover M Bf

the pnnc1pal accusers and Witnesses proceedmg so far as to cause
) ~known and good reputation, whlch caused a great dlsatlsfactlon an

her late Majesty Queen Mary the second of bIessed memory. by Her Roy stter-givenat her Eourt a-

‘Whitehall the fifteenth of Apnl 1693. was Graciously pleased to appro; care.and Circunt S
- therein; and to Will and require that in all proceedings ag't persons: accused or Witcheraft, or bein
. possessed by the devil, the greatest Moderahon and all due Cu'cumspecuon be used‘ far.as: t,hesame

-~ And some of the principal Accusers and Witnesses in those dark and severe prosecuttons have smce

s dlscovered themselves to be persons of proﬂlgate and vicious conversatlon

Upon t the humble Petition and suit of several of the s'd persons and of the children of others of them
whose Parents were Executed. Be it Declared and Enacted by his Excellency the Governer Councll and

" Representatives in General Court assembled and by the authority of the same That the several .- -
convictions Judgments and Attainders against the said George Borroughs, John Procter, George Jacob,

- John Willard, Giles Core and [] Core, Rebecca Nurse, Sarah Good, Ehzabeth How, Mary Easty, Sarah
WI[ild] Abigail Hobbs, Samuel Wardell, Mary Parker, Martha Carner, Ablgall Falkner, Anne Foster, -
Rebecca Eame[s,] Mary Post, Mary Lacey, Mary.Bradbury, and Doreas: {Hoar], and every of them Be
and hereby are reversed made and d[eclared] to be null and void to all Intents, Constructions and - .

. -purposes wh[atso] ever, as if no such convictions, Judgments or Attainders had ever [been] had or given.

" And that no penalties or forfeitures of Goods or Chattels be by the sald Judgments and atta:mders or

either of them had or Incurrd.

Any Law Usage or Custom to the contrary notthhstandmg And that no Sheriffe, Constable Goaler or
other officer shall be Liable to .

- ~http://etext.vlrgin’ia.edu/e,tcbin/tocc_er—new2?id=BoyS‘al3..sgm&i_mages=images/modeng&... 12/18/2006 B



The Salem Witchcraft Papers, Volurne 3 : Verbatim Transcripts of the Legal Documents...” Page2.0f3, ,

*|To Elizabeth How -
"|Géorge Jacobs -

Mary Bastey.

Mary Parker -
:]G,e'éi-'gé Birroughs

lGiles cory & wife
[Rebeceah Nurse
|7ohn-Willard
ISarahGood _
IMa;rtha Carrier )
- [Samuel Wardwell & wife 36150
) o posto |
_[Johnprocterandwife- 15000 | o o T e e
Cfsenfanwild {01400 | o e W o s e
 [Abigail Faulkner - - [2000
|Abigail Hobbs 1000
) [Xn‘ne Foster |6 100
_ lRebeccah Eames : |1000
l ‘ I

'http://etext.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-newZ?.id'=BoySa13".sgm&imag?s=images/igod¢ng&.-; 12/18/2006



those that legally represent fhemAth ! ar, dead accordmg as the law

» '« - The Salem Witchcraft Papers, Volume 3 : Verbatita Transcripts of the Legal Documents ... Page 3 of 3

lDorcas Hoar [21 170
lMary Post l8 140
[Mary Lacey ' 18100

her N ej’tys eounerl h by erder you to pay the above sum
Twelve shillmgs to Stephen-Sewall Esq'r who together

Warrant

" Given under .ﬁly band at BoSton the 17 bay of December 1711

 *JDudley

: (Reverse) Margaret Towne v-12-8

- Margert Willard 3-4-6

(Reverse) Allowance to persons who were prosecuted for witchcraft

[T o Mr Treasurer Taylor By order of the Govemor & Council Isa Addmgton Secrty ]

-( Essex County Archives, Salem -- Wu‘ch'craﬁ‘ Vol. 2 Page 64 ) .
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