Testimony for SB 562 from Evangeline Sargent, Qakdale, CT

Good morning committee members. My name is Evangeline Sargent and I am
from Oakdale, CT. I am here to address you about SB 562 (An Act Concerning Increased
Access to the Medicaid Program for the Medically Needy Elderly and Disabled).

I am one of the people impacted by this bill as I have a disability. As it stands
now I do not qualify for Medicaid because my income from Social Security is over the
limit. I am on Medicare for insurance. This does not help much though as it provides
medical coverage only, and only 80% gets covered. I have to pay the other 20%.
Medicare does NOT provide dental or eye coverage. As a result, I have gone without
dental care or eye care since 2003.

As a person that wears glasses, five years is too long to go without an eye exam. I
can barely even see out of my glasses anymore and they cause headaches. As aresult ]
don’t wear them. What about dental care? Isn’t it recommended that one see a dentist
every six months? How am I to afford that? How would you like to not go to the dentist
for years at a time and possibly loose your teeth at an early age because of it? What if
you grind your teeth terribly at night, and know there is nothing you can do about it,
because you cannot afford a dentist, Medicare doesn’t cover dental, and do not qualify for
Medicaid?

What am I supposed to do when I get just over $1,000.00 a month to live on? My
rent is $500.00 a month. That leaves me $500.00 for my medications ($50.00 a month),
food, incidentals, transportation, and whatever else comes up that month. Where am I to
come up with money for other health needs? As it is, I just got nailed with a bill for my
therapist that is over $500.00.

The current Medicaid income limit before the spend down program starts is at 60
to 70% of the Federal Poverty Level. Please increase it. For adults on HUSKY, it’s
185% of the Federal Poverty Level. Please bring us some equity. In the long run it will
be less expensive for everyone involved.

I am urging you; please move this bill through favorably. Please give the rest of
the residents of Connecticut that need help the help that they need and deserve.
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