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‘T'o the IMonorable Chair of the Commiittee on 1 luman Scrvices:

My name is Maria Rivera and | have been the recipicnt 01 the Federal Barned Incomc Tax Credit
for 6 ycars.

EITC has helped mc make a ot of positive changes in my life. 1 moved 1o Hartford from
Puerto Rico when I was 6 years old, | am also one of three children who was raised by a single
mother. We grew up in the North I2nd and then later moved to the South End. My mother never
had the opportunity to own a home. She has worked very hard our entire lives — working two

jobs and always refusing any social welfare program, regardless of whether or not we qualified

for the assistance.

Being a proud mother of 3 children, all under the age of 19, | work very hard to provide a better
life for my family. Like my mother, | am a single-parent who acquired debt as part of rarsing
three children. In 2002, I used the EITC money (o pay-oft a number of bills [ had fallen behind
on. It was a starting point. for me to begin repairing many of the difficult things that have
happened to me both personally and financially.

Through the help of financial literacy classes at a tocal not-for-profit, 1 learned how 1o budget
betler. This way, the EITC money I reeeive goes towards building assets rather than playing
calch-up. Every year, since 2002 1 have qualified for CITC and | used that moncy to better
myself and my family - instilling in my children the need to work hard and save for their futures,

After I leveled off all the bad debt, T opened an IndiviJual Development Account. [ set a monthly
savings goal and supplemented the goal with EITC money. In 2004, 1 achieved the dream of
homeownership. 1 could not have reached this goal without the first fow years of EITC money. It
empowered me to save more {requently and showed me that achieving a goal is never as lar away
as you think. It may take time to reach that goal, but there are ways to make it happen ina
reasonable amount of time.

I believe that it more people had the opportunity to receive EITC or the state considered a similar
program, it would create a benchmark for people to start saving, People could change their way
of life and their thinking about tinances. Being in debt makes you feel overwhelmed and
powerless. It is a constant black cloud over everything you do and you can never feel that you
will be out from under the darkness,

Programs like EU'TC gives people the opportunity to use their regular paycheck to go towards
current bills and set-up a budget that can be followed. This way when they reccive the EI'TC
funds it gives individuals access to emergency reserves or o pay-down debis in order to free-up
more income, Introduce more programs like this will Aelp break the cycle ot spending. People
will improve their quality of life and go from crisis mode to having the sccurity of savings.

It is for this reason that T strongly encourage the lepislators serving, the necds of the people in
Connecticul to create, accept and adopt a “State Earned Income Tax Credit” to allow more people
like me to become financially stable, By doing so, the local economy will become stronger and
the quality of life for more people will improve.

Sincerely,
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