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Date: February 26, 2008
To: Senator Jonathan A. Harris

Representative Peter F. Villano
Members of the Human Services Committee

From: Representative Dolly Powers

Re: Bill No. 34, Section 6, An Act Implementing The Governor's Budget
Recommendations With Respect To Social Services Programs.

Dear Colleagues:

| am writing to strongly commend Section 6 of SB 34. Section 6 requires DSS to
consult with OPM on hospice services being added to Connecticut Medicaid. Governor
Rell has heard our debates of the last few years and has thoughtfully included adding
hospice services to her budget. She believes, as we do, that the service costs will be
more than offset by savings in institutional care. | believe, as | hope you do, that as
important as controlling cost is — my motivation is driven by the proven benefits of
hospice services for the patient and family. As | have shared with you in the past, my
personal encounter with hospice for my dying father fuels my determination to be sure
Connecticut Medicaid patients have access to covered hospice services. Only
Oklahoma and Connecticut do not do this. It's time for Connecticut to move forward
and | thank Governor Rell for including this critical step in her proposed budget.

Thank you for your attention and support for this necessary step forward.
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