
OFFICE OF STATE ETHICS' STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO 
Bill 5504. AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL LOBBYING 

This bill would increase the jurisdiction of the Office of State Ethics to include the filing of lobbying 
reports at the municipal level. It would widen the Code of Ethics for Lobbyists to include municipal 
lobbyists in all municipalities, and, further, would broaden the definition of lobbying at the inunicipal 
level to include communications by attorneys involving certain land use matters including planning, 
zoning and wetlands decisions. 

In principle, the Office of State Ethics supports legislation to strengthening oversight of lobbying at the 
inunicipal level; however, the Office is concerned about the impact this bill, which would increase 
responsibility to enforce the Code of Ethics at the municipal level, would have on the resources of the 
Office of State Ethics. 

The lobbyist filing system has encountered significant problems since the Office of State Ethics was 
established in 2005. While the system is running and has been getting better with each filing period, 
problems remain. It was created in the 1990s and doesn't meet the current standards of the Department of 
Information Technology. The Office of State Ethics is working with the Department of Information 
Technology to bring the system into the 21" century and ensure that it is the user friendly system that it 
should be. 

For further information please contact: Carol Carson, Executive Director, Office of State Ethics, or 
Barbara Housen, General Counsel, Office of State Ethics, at 860-566-4472; 860-566-3806 (fax). 


