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Senators DeFronzo, Senator Slossberg, Representative Guerrera, Representative Caruso and 
distinguished members of the Transportation and Government Administration and 
Elections Committees thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of 
House Bill 5041 - An Act Concerning the Creation of a Department of Public 
Transportation, Aviation and Ports and a Department of Highways. 

The issue of transportation is one of the most important challenges our government faces. 
Our transportation infrastructure is the lifeblood of our economy and it is critically 
important that we continue to develop a 21" century transportation system to support 
Connecticut's 21" century economy. 

Over the last three years we have provided unprecedented h d i n g  for transportation 
improvements throughout the state. From increased bus and rail service to bridge safety 
improvements to highway repair and congestion mitigation, we have accomplished much. 
Yet, it has become obvious that the Department of Transportation - as presently 
structured - is not equipped to manage our ambitious transportation agenda. 

It has become all too apparent that bold reforms are necessary to address the agency's 
operational structure. The DOT has indeed become too bureaucratic and too single- 
minded in its problem-solving approach, not through the fault of individuals, but rather 
through simple evolution. The structure of our transportation agency has not evolved at 
the same pace as our transportation needs have evolved. The DOT continues to exhibit a 
road-building mentality, while the commuters and businesses of our state clearly cry out 
for more public transit options. 

We need to create two separate and distinct departments, each with its own highly 
focused approach to the key elements of our transportation system: a Department of 
Highways and a Department of Public Transportation, Aviation and Ports. 

In this way, the focus on highways will become a virtue for an agency charged with 
making sure that our highways and bridges are safe and efficient, while the new 
Department of Public Transportation, Aviation and Ports can better plan and promote the 
transit options that are essential to Connecticut's economic success: more rail lines, new 
rail stations and equipment, better utilization of our ports, feeder barge service that can 
get big rigs off our highways, and exploiting the full economic potential of Bradley 



International Airport and our general aviation airports. 

My goal is both simple and daunting: to create the best and safest transportation system 
in the country - a system that meets the needs of its users, including a central and 
unprecedented focus on mass transit. The world is changing every day and our 
transportation system must anticipate and lead that change. The status quo is simply not 
adequate to lead the change that we require now and in the months and years ahead. 

This proposal does not question the commitment and dedication of the thousands of 
employees who work for the Department. To the contrary, it is my goal to put in place an 
operational structure that wilI help our transportation professionals achieve their own full 
potential, as well as the full potential of what our transportation system can and must be. 

We have made an unprecedented financial commitment to Connecticut's transportation 
system. We must now make the same kind of commitment to the operational structure of 
the agency charged with implementing our ambitious initiatives. All the funding in the world 
wilI not achieve our desired goal if the agency cannot move these projects forward in an 
efficient, coordinated and timely manner. 

Transportation issues always wilI be at the forefront of Connecticut's policy agenda. 
Change can be difficult and the kind of significant change I am seeking does present 
challenges. But it has become abundantly clear that change is absolutely necessary to create 
the kind of transportation system our state needs. 

It is time for us to take bold steps to refocus our transportation vision and better serve the 
public. Two new agencies -- each with a specialized and highly focused mission -- wilI 
ensure that the government agencies responsible for implementing our transportation 
policies and projects have the structure and leadership they need to succeed. 


