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Hazen, Carol 

From: Barnaby W. Horton [bwhorton4@sbcglobal.net] 

Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2008 6:35 PM 

To: Senator Slossberg; Senator Slossberg; Rep. Caruso, Christopher; Rep. Caruso, Christopher; Rep 
Fleischmann, Andrew; Rep. Fleischmann, Andrew 

Cc: Rep. Bye, Beth; Beth Schiro 

Senator Slossberg, Reps. Caruso, Fleischmann and Bye, 

I apologize for the informality of my e-mail but neither my neighbor Stephen Bayer nor I can attend 
tonight's GAE hearing in the West Hartford Town Hall. 

Hopefully, you will enter our comments on the public record. 

My home address is 12 High Point Lane West Hartford, CT 06107. 

I have called the Secretary of State's office twice - once on February 5, 2008, and once during the 2007 
general election - to complain about my lack of confidence with the new voting machines. I have also 
spoken personally to Susan, who assures me that in every audit that the votes cast reflect the voters' 
intention. 

Here is my experience, I also called the Registrar of Voters Office in West Hartford to complain on 
February 5,2008 to complain that numerous procedural defects seemed in affect at the Bugbee School 
District where I vote. (Mr. Bayer goes in to much detail) On this last election I was not offered a ballot 
shield, in addition to the machine being out of commission. The distance between the ballots and 
the ballot box was also 5 - 6 feet. I received no confirmation that I voted other than the unceremonious 
drop of my ballot in to a shredder looking slot. 

While I understand that the prior machines did not have a similar audit trail, there was a the loud chunk 
closing and opening the curtain as well as the sound of the machine clicking when I pushed the 
levers. So, there was at least a feeling that my vote was counted. 

I'm not sure I know what the solution is, that is your job and the Secretary of State's, but it seems to me 
with today's technology there ought to be a better way to give the voter confidence that his or her ballot 
was actually counted. 

This is Mr. Bayer's testimony: 

My name is Stephen Bayer and I live at ........................................................................... 25 Brookside Blvd, West Hartford , CT. On Tuesday February 5 my wife 
went to vote at the Bugbee School polling place about 6:15AM. She returned around 6:40AM and told me the 
scanning machine was not working and they had put her ballot inside the side of the machine. She said to the 
polling officials present that she was concerned that her vote would not be counted. They assured her it would. 
She was still concerned when she arrived home. I went to the polling place around 7:30AM and the scanner was 
still not working. When I took my son to school at 8:25AM we went downstairs to the polling place and I saw that 
the scanner was now working. I was told it had been operating since 8:l SAM. 
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When I returned home at 7:30AM I called the Secretary of State's office and the switch board operator gave me 

the number for elections enforcement and also connected me to the Secretary of State's voice mail. I left a 
message. I then called elections enforcement ( the last four numbers were 1776) . I got a voice mail that directed 
me to either dial in the person's three digit extension or dial zero. I dialed zero and was given the three digit 
option again---- I could not even leave a message let alone speak to someone, on election day no less!!! I called 
the Secretary of State's number again to complain about the 1776 number and this time the operator referred me 
to someone whose name I do not remember. He was very polite and listened to my concerns. When I arrived at 
work I received a follow up call from the Sect. of State's to my original voice mail. This person had already spoken 
to the officials at the Bugbee polling place. He said there was no excuse for the scanner failure and that it should 
have been repaired or replaced in a more timely fashion. I couldn't have agreed more. The question that remains 

is why wasn't if fixed sooner? Or, even more importantly, why was it broken to begin with? This person also gave 

me the direct number for the head of election enforcement. I got busy at work and didn't call till around 1 PM and 
this time I could leave a voice mail. Within half an hour I received a return call from a staff attorney. I told her my 
story and in particular my frustration in not being able to speak with or leave a message for any one in 
enforcement when I made the original call at 7:30AM. She told me they were in the office and the voice mail was 
a technical glitch. I told her I expected better from the dept. responsible for election enforcement especially on 
election day. 

Using a human analogy I think of the ballot as the lifeblood of our democracy and the ballet box as its heart (or 
pump) and when the heart fails and the blood doesn't flow properly than our democracy dies a little. We had a 

little death at the Bugbee School polling place on February 5th and, hopefully, it won't happen again. In fact it 
should not have happened to begin with. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Barnaby W. Horton 
http://fa.ml .coin/bwhorton 


