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'

SB #283 (Raised) AN ACT CONCERNING AVAILABILITY OF
- HOSPICE SERVICES UNDER THE MEDICAID PROGRAM

|.am requesting your support and funding for SB #283 (Raised) AN
ACT CONCERNING AVAILABILITY OF HOSPICE SERVICES
UNDER THE MEDICAID PROGRAM.

May 2000 my husband, Joseph (Joe) E. Sullivan was dlagnosed at
the age of 58 with early onset Alzheimer’s.

February 2006 Joe entered the Connecticut Veterans' Hospital as a
Special Care Unit respite client. While on respite status a long-term
care bed became available. Joe’s classification was converted from
temporary to permanent. :

At the time of admission | was not informed when Joe needed quality-
of-life and end-of-life care he would be denled if his financial category
was low-income.

Connecticut is one of three states that does nof p'rovid'e a hospice
benefit to low-income residents under the age of 65. Joe was 65 had
Medicare and still did not receive appropriate and best end-of-life

- care.

To ensure all Connecticut residents benefit from quahty—of—hfe and
end-of-life care | suggest the following:

1) A person needing continuous medical monitoring and
‘intervention and/or their care partner, family advocate or
conservator can request a hospice evaluation.



2) A doctor verifies the p'érson’s' medical decline.

3) A choice of hospice providers, profit and not-for-profit, is made
available to the person and/or their care partner, famity
advocate or conservator.

~ 4) The person and/or their care partner, family advocate or
conservator determines the most appropriate hospice provider.

Although Joe had an Alzheimer’s diagnosis, the need for appropnate
hospice care is not unique to this population. | volunteer for the
Multiple Sclerosis Society. The words | hear for quality-of-life and

- end-of-life care is universal.

- You have an opportunity to provide the gift of comfort care and pain
management by hospice trained staff to every person in transnt:on
from earthly pain to eternal peace.

Please support and fund hospice services under the Medicaid
~ program.



