Raised Bill No. 5666
An Act Concerning Expansion of the Pilot Program for Persons with Autism
Spectrum Disorders.
March 12, 2008
Good morning, to our legislative officials, committee members, community activists,
parents and all others in the room. Thank you for the opportunity to speak on

behalf of Bill No. 5666, an act to expand the pilot program for persons with Autism

Spectrum Disorders.

My name is Dee Bonnick and I am a mother of a 17- year- old son who was
diagnosed with Pervasive Development Disorder, NOS, a form of Autism at the age
of 12. I cannot begin to tell you what an uphill jonrney it has been for our family.
First, to finally get the disgnoses and ultimately getting the help that my sen needed.
It toock us 9 years to get the correct dingnoses and thern another 2 years for bim to
set appropriate services and suppord. That would put my son af the age of 14, It
was at that age, when my son decompensated drastically that aally he could nn

Innger be ignored. Because my son was i the family became ill. We suffered

tremendously. We had very lttle support from exfended family and sur commeunity

Meriden Poblic Schosle and ¢ lot of esllaborative hard
work and a ton of pravers, my son Suslly received some heln. In Qetoher of 20806,

v son was sent to Hillcrest Bducational Centers, in Hancock, Massachusetis, wheve

E

he remains to this dav. For the nast 2 ¥ vears, | have advocated for services for our



children throughout the state. No family should have fo separate prematurely. Asa
maother, I would cry every time my son would return to Hillerest after a home visit.
My son has two sisters, one older and one younger who have both suffered from this
physical separation. I am sure some our wondering, why did we do this, why did we
decide to have eur son sent so far away? The answer is simple; we did it to save his
life. We did it because he deserves a quality of life that should be afforded to every
human being on this planet. We did it because our sen and our brother has
potential and purpese and he should be giving the chance to use it. We did it
because we wanted him to be functional. We did it because as parents, we could not
face the grim reality of potentially visiting our son in prison or burying our son
because he has a developmental disorder that was left untreated. We did it because
we simply, love him so much. Today, our som is doing remarkable well and for the
first time in his life, he is starting to feels good about himsclf. He will be returning
back $o the Siate of Connecficut in June. As a mother, human rights advocate and a
resident of this state, I ask that you expand and extend the Autism Pilot Program

for families in Connecticut. We can no longer ignore what we know is true, that 1 of
TR ?

siven ¢k appropriate services and support, like my son, they can live 2 productive
Tife with minimal supnoris throughout thelr Iife times. In closing, [ would Bhe o

thank my state reprosentative, Cathy Abererombie for hey unwavering support. It
has meant so much fo me and the Autise: community as well. Thask vou, for the

spportunity for me fo share with you my stery in hopes for programs and services



to accommodate Autism Spectrum Disorders here in our state of Connecticut.

Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee Bonnick



