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The National Federation of Independent Business (NF!B) supperts HB-5636, An Act Concerning
Relocation Assistance For Displaced Retail Businesses And Cutdoor Advertising Structures, which wouid
benefit small businesses who are subjected to a government taking by recognizing and providing
compensation for lost good will,

A non-profit, non-partisan organization, NFIB is Connecticut's and the nation's leading small-
business advocacy association. In Connecticut, NFiB represents thousands of small- and independent-
business owners and over 25,000 of their workers involved in ail types of retail business, industry and
services. The average NFIB member has five employees and annual gross revenues of about $350,000.
in short, NFIB represents the small, “Main Street”, “Mom and Pop” business owners from across our
state. On behaif of those small- and independent- employers in Connecticut, | urge you to support HB-
5636.

Ever since the 2005 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Kelo v. the City of New London, NFIB has been
on the forefront of the eminent domain issues, fighting alongside smail-business owners and homeowners
to prevent their property from wrongful takings and seized for private economic development. Here in
Connecticut, support for restricting the govemment's power of eminent domain resonates soundly.
Results of NFiB's 2007 Connecticut State Member Baliot indicate ciose to 80% of members favor
restricting eminent domain powers to prevent private property from being seized for private commercial
enterprises for the purposes of economic development.

For some time, small businesses have been recognized as the engines of growth for the state’s
economy. In order to continue this growth, small businesses must be compensated for lost good will
when the government exercises its power of eminent domain. Small businesses and small-property
owners are often disproportionately impacted by such takings and deserve compensation for the benefits
that accrue to a2 business from its location, reputation for dependability, skilf or quality and any other
circumsiances.

NFIB suggests, however, that HB-5636 be amended and expanded to apply to ALL impacted
businesses, not just those in the retail sector,

Az small businesses, we provide a direct benefit fo the economy. As entrepreneurs, we risk our
capital and cother resources to launch and grow our business and provide jobs to Connecticut citizens,
Compensation for and protections from government takings should extend to all businesses.

NFIB therefore urges lawmakers to pass HB-5636. If you have any questions, please contact me
at the numbers provided. Thank you.
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