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The Office of Chief Public Defender does not support this legislation as it has concerns that
the bill as drafted has broader ramifications than may be intended. This bill as proposed
would void any tenancy upon a person’s conviction of sale or possession of a narcotic or a
firearm. The bill as drafted would void a tenancy even if the person was convicted of sale or
possession of a narcotic or a firearm in a location separate and distinct from the premises
- which are the subject of the lease, contract or rental agreement. -

In addition, voiding a lease, contract or rental agreement would not only impact upon the
person convicted but also upon his/her spouse, children, other family members and/or
‘roommate(s). Another issue that is implicated in this proposed legislation is the impact upon
a co-lessee or co-tenant who may have an interest in the property and who has not violated

any law.

For these reasons, the Office of Chief Public Defender would not support this proposed
legislation.



