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Resolution proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to allow 17 year old persons 
who will be 18 years of age at the next regular election to vote in primaries related to such 

election. 

Senator Slossberg, Representative Caruso, and committee members, thank you for your time. My name 

is Shannon Lane. I am a social worker from Manchester, and I am speaking today as a member of the 

Greater Manchester Young Democrats and the Connecticut Young Democrats in favor of the resolution 

to allow 17 year olds to vote in primaries preceding their 1 gth birthdays. 

This year, the increase in youth voting has been incredible and decisive. In the Democratic primary, the 

under 30 vote in Connecticut was doubled in size from 2000, and was crucial to the election's outcome. 

Allowing 17 year olds to vote in the primaries preceding their first general election can only increase the 

youth population's interest and engagement in the political process and continue the positive 

improvement in youth involvement that we have seen recently. Many elections in Connecticut are 

effectively decided in the primary, and allowing soon-to-be 18 year olds to vote in those primaries will 

allow them a greater voice in the political process. It also shows them that their engagement in 

community and civic life is welcome. 

As Rep. Spallone has previously noted, 17 year olds can enlist in the military. If we can count these 

individuals as adults for the purpose of fighting for our county, the right of choosing our country's 

leaders should be given to them as well. 

Finally, the National Conference of State Legislators has found that eleven states currently permit this 

group to vote in primary elections: Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, 

North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, and Virginia. In addition, New Hampshire, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, 

New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Wisconsin are all considering legislation similar to that we are 

discussing today. I encourage the Committee to ensure that Connecticut remains at the forefront of 

electoral reform by enfranchising thousands of Connecticut residents. 

Thank you again for your time and consideration. I urge you to support this legislation. 

Shannon R. Lane, MSW 
465 Buckland Hills Drive #29323 0 Manchester, CT 06042 

(860) 573-7261 0 shannon.lane@uconn.edu 


