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Re: H.B. No. 5889: AN ACT CONCERNING ON-LINE PROCUREMENT BY REGIONAL
AND LOCAL SCHOOLS DISTRICTS.

Good morning. My name is Judy Palmer and I am the Superintendent of Schools for

the Town of Oxford.

I am also asking for a revision of state procurement laws to allow for the submission of
electronic responses to public bids. We just completed a $43.9 million high school

. construction project and opened the doors to Oxford High School on September 4,
2007. 1 am here today to express my opinion on how Oxford could have realized
significant savings if we were allowed to accept electronic responses to our posted
bids, with the assistance of a procurement company.

For example, if Oxford was allowed by law to utilize electronic bidding, we could have
realized significant savings. Some estimate the savings to be close to 40% for
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment and technology purchases alone. Our initial
construction budget estimated $1.5 million for FF&E and another $1.5 million for
technology. A 40% reduction on these two line items would have meant a savings of

$1.2 million.

This significant savings in FF&E and technology would have resulted in lower bonding
costs for the town and a decrease in state reimbursements for the project, as well. As
superintendent, I cannot help but wonder if a reduction of this nature would have
enabled us build our multi-purpose athletic field, which we still don’t have because we

cannot afford it.

The use of a procurement company to manage electronic bidding on projects such as
ours is currently not permitted under state law. However, there appears to be a stark
contrast between what educators are allowed to do under this law, and the procedure

followed by state government officials when securing bids.

Electronic public bidding was successfully implemented and savings were realized
through the electronic submission of bids used to award electricity contracts for state

buildings.

I am asking that you consider revising this Bill so educators can also partake in
savings realized by the electronic submission of bids. I believe that a change of this
nature would result in our ability to save money not only in construction projects, but
also through the bidding of other educational and consurnable products, as well. This



change is a win-win for both local boards of education and state government, with no
costs associated with it.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.



