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Testimony in Support of Raised Bill No. 5590

My name is Amanda Tellier and | am the parent of a nine-year-old child with Asperger’s Syndrome. | am here to
support House Bill 5590, An Act Concerning Special Education and Instructional Methods Concerning Autism and

Other Developmental Disabilities.

My son is an intelligent, funny, creative and likeable child who is challenged with communicative, social, and
sensory deficits that frequently affect his behavior. These are core deficits common to children with autism
spectrum disorders. | have been astounded that many of my child’s administrators, .teachers, ancillary
providers, and paraprofessionals have had little or no knowledge of the unique characteristics of children on the
autism spectrum or effective instructional and behavioral approaches. Over the past two and a half years, my
child has been subjected to suspension, seclusion, and physical restraint both in the public schooland ina
special education facility. These inappropriate interventions could have been avoided if staff had an
understanding of sensory, communication, and social issues that impact the behavior of children on the autism
spectrum. There are research-based, positive behavior supports and instructional methods that are proven
effective in supporting children with autism disorders. All educators should receive training on such méthods in
order to promote the academ'ic, social, and physical well-being of our unique children.

My son was suspended from his public school on October 22 for behavior that was determined to be related to
. his disability. Since that date, his education has consisted of two hours a déy of homebound tutoring with a
teacher who is not trained in special education and has had no training in educating a child with an autism
disorder. We have struggled with my child’s school district to provide him an appropriate education. Well
respected experts in the field of autism and Asperger’s Syndrome have recommended an educational program
in his public school with opportunity for inclusion and cautioned that he should not be placed in a special .
education school primarily populated with children with emotional disturbance. However, such a placement
continues to be the recommendation of the school district for lack of appropriate alternatives. While the district
- finally proposed a plan in mid-February, in the midst of due process proceedings, to train their staff, the
competency based training is anticipated to take over three months to complete. This avoidable situation has .
been academically, socially, and emotionally devastating for my soh.

I strongly believe that all certified teachers should have core competencies related to educating children with '
autism disorders. With 1 out of every 150 children being diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder, | feel it is
critical that all educators receive specific training in methods of teaching children with autism and other
developmental disabilities so children like my son have the opportunity to share their unique perspectives and
talents while being educated in a safe, appropriate environment with their peers. Thank you for the opportunity

to speak at this hearing in support of HB 5590.



