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The Department of Public Health provides the following information with regard to Senate
Bili 688.

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC
Program) is a grant program of the United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition
Service, which also funds the Food Stamp and Child Nutrition Programs including the School
Breakfast and School Lunch Programs. ' '

WIC is a discretionary program. USDA notifies the Department of Public Health of the
funding amount for this program after the first quarter of the federal fiscal year. Funding for local
agencies on contract with the Department of Public Health to provide direct services to applying
pregnant, breastfeeding and non-breastfeeding postpartum women, infants, and children up to
age five has remained level over the past six years. Local agency contracts are currently in place
with 11 tocal health departments/districts, 4 hospitals, and 2 community action agencies.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s input on this bill.
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