Good afternoon Senator Handley, Representative Sayers and distinguished members of
the Public Health Committee. My name is Chuck Clarke, and I am here to express
concerns about Senate Bill 666, An Act Concerning Safe Residential Treatment Facilities
For Effective Recovery.

I needed to stay in a sober house environment for about 2 years to overcome the major
effects that alcoholism had on my life. These communities for the most part are run by
people who have had to overcome alcobolism themselves and have learned how to help
others.

T have owned a sober house for about 7 years with many success stories, it is immensely
rewarding to watch these men and women return to places in their families and
communities,

There is a great need for these little communities or houses if you prefer.

Thank you for this opportunity to address the committee on this extremely important
issue. Please do not put in place a statute that may well jeopardize access to housing for
persons who are striving to recover their lives and become productive members of
society. Please consider working with DMHAS and the recovery community to
accommodate community needs.



