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To members of the Public Health Commmintes, ' 46 Pringe Sirest

New Haven, CT 06519

§ am Dr. Robert McLean, a ptimary care intetnist in New Haven, and I fepresent 203.772.0011

over 2100 members of the Connecticut Chapter of the American Collegg of Physicians Fax 203.785.9352

in urging you to develop and pass legisiation which would establish a oy mprehensive  'ToenEemedgioup.com
health care system providing access to affordable quality health care fof all residents of cur state. This

will prove 2 challonging task, but it must be addressed as we continue 10 face the problems relared to
unisisured and underinsured citizens who either do not obtain health car or turm to our cmcTgency

rooms for simple primary care services becanse those facilitics serve asithe providers of last resort,

upmivcgmlamﬂmdmﬂmbiﬂmﬂummﬁmwwmam Ifjcannot be emp! enocugh
that Medicsid reimbussement rates for providers (especially for prins mghysicimwﬁrudumm

chi!dﬁn}nmstbehwrasedma!ewldmnmmmmwmingwseeth :
feen Are o low that many (if not most) primary care providers in privatf
expenses of p jce overhead, employee salaries and benefits, and roal}
ceimbursement levels, As a result, community health clinics and emerg cy rooms are frequently
umburdmwdmdwumwdﬂdwhhuuﬁmidpaﬁmumblewmwieme!wwhm Any
ampummly'uﬁustinmmui:mtsmumkeiwasiaﬁorouciﬁmustaqualifyfur
Medicaid or HUSKY will not traly imprové access to care unless the doce 3* offices are able to gee
such patients with reasonable reimbursement rates.

ractice insurance with curremt

Grester access 1o primary care services will clgarly improve the health pts
as they obtain appropriate preventive care, The Institate of Medicine (I M) through a series of
reports over the past several years hes highlighted data showing that hd nmnsured live sicker and die
ywmm.ﬂmﬁgemymmamnadmiyzdwpmﬂde-pﬁmawcm iced i
Ovemuwdiasofmgcncymmwimmmmiandmimid naticis who carmat be seen
elsewhiere for non-ametgent conditions has become a majar problerm agross
incrmsbglyﬁcedwithmhgﬁﬁunimmm,mdasamuhth ¢ is 8 large state pool of
funds for “uncompensated care”, If all cur citizens are insuted, then § need for thoge funds would
disappear as hospitals arc then paid for that care, It must be recognizedithat any system which
provides more insurance to- mote people will have greater cost, but at ¢ step there will be savings
as well. ‘ ;

The TOM"s 2004 report “Ensuring America’s Health: Priociples and R scommendstions” swates that
health care covetage should be universal, continuous, and affordable, ELB. 6332 seems to
appropristely sddress the “universal™, but ot necessarily the “coftinuous™ and “affordable”.
Anyfuﬂdi;zgmeéhﬂﬂmmuﬁimhxdemhmﬁedpambﬂityafim angd so that changes in
cmployment status, henlth status, or finaniial status do not lead to toss
Using laws related to tax credits and tax dechctibility may belp some 'l
health insusance more affordable, but nothing in this bill addresses hov
premivm rates are affordable to the many pecple needing to purchase i

covernge, even temporarily.
sinesses and individuals find
1o ensure that insurance

on their own.




