TESTIMONY OF HERBERT FURHMAN
TO THE CONNECTICUT LEGISLATIVE LABOR AND
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES COMMITTEE, SESSION 2007
February 15, 2007

In support of Committee Bill 5706 LCO No. 3405

Good afternoon honorable members of the Legislature. Thank
you for allowing me to make this presentation before the Labor
and Public Employees Committee.

My name is Herbert Furhman. Ireside in New Milford,
Connecticut, and I am a 16-year veteran of the State
Department of Correction. I currently serve at Garner
Correction Institution, 2 maximum security prison. 1 am also a
Union Steward in AFSCME Council 4 Local 1565, a former
president with 20 years of service with the Gaylordsville
Volunteer Fire Department, and a recently retired 23-year

" part-time certified police officer for the Town of Washington
under the CT State Police.

I urge you to support Committee Bill 5706 LCO No. 3405 — not
only as a hazardous duty state employee, but as one who is a
certified volunteer in the American National Red Cross
Disaster Services. I ask you to revise CGS 5-249 (b). This
section affects paid leave time for state employees who are also
certified Red Cross Disaster Services volunteers.

Just by adding one word.... changing the language from “leave
not to exceed 14 days” to “leave not to exceed 15 working
days,” you will be insuring that personnel once activated, will
be able to work in a disaster relief effort for up to 15 working
days plus their off-duty days in between. This issue came to
light when I and other state employees volunteered for duty
during Hurricane Katrina. The Red Cross looks for a three-
week commitment from its volunteers in large scale disasters,
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