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SB 1458 - An Act Concerning Jessica's Law 

Dear Members of the Judiciary Committee: 

As a mother of three children I have some grave concerns about the protection of our children from sexual 
predators who prey on the innocence of children. I am urging representatives of Connecticut to ensure the 
passage of SB 1458 An Act Concerning Jessica's Law. For years the public has continually witnessed the abuse 
of children who have been preyed upon by unsuspecting deviant perpetrators who lure children to their evil 
traps and then take away their childhood and, in many cases, their life. 

Judges throughout the nation have been too lax in their sentencing of these individuals who have a prior history 
of sexual abuse, especially with children. Many of these sexual offenders that do receive rehab in prison 
commit the same crimes. Rehab is not proven to help these sexual offenders. In most cases this is a sickness that 
the individual cannot control within themselves due to their obsession with sexual insatiable desires to molest 
children. Society has no obligation to rehab or to be lenient with sexual predators, especially when they 
brutalize children. In dealing with the rehab situation first, the punishment must be the forfeiture of freedom for 
much of the abuser's life. That's just and fitting punishment. If you rape or sexually brutalize a child, that child 
will never fully recover. For the rest of that person's life, the crime will be played out in a variety of ways. 

Because of that heinous act, the state of Florida and other states have passed "Jessica's Law," which mandates 
that a first-time conviction for felony sexual battery on a child will result in a 25 years-to-life prison sentence. 
No plea bargain, no parole, no judge dispensing light punishment. 

In the past three years, 41 out of 50 states have passed a version of Jessica's Law, but there is still powerful 
opposition to it. Many prosecutors claim that they will not get a full confession from the perpetrator if he knows 
that he will be sentenced to 25 years. However, it is up to the prosecutor to obtain the necessary facts to prove 
that this individual has committed this horrific crime. This has always been the case in the justice system and 
anything short of this is just a copout and avoiding real justice for the victim. 

We live in a society where the lawyers and judges claim we must be sensitive to the criminal and the victim. It 
doesn't fit into their "restorative justice" philosophy, where the criminal, as well as the victim, must be "healed." 
My question then is "What about the child who will never heal from the wounds? Children's lives are brutally 
lost in heinous ways. Their life is stolen from them at a very young age. Where is their justice? 

Finally, anyone who is a parent can relate to this and understand why we need to remove this individual from 
society for as long as possible even for the first offense. If you vote against Jessica's Law, you're hurting the 
kids. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Annino 
23 Whitewater Turn 
Simsbury, CT 0608 1 


