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Good afternoon Senator MacDonaId, Representative Lawlor and members of the 
Judiciary Committee. My name is Melissa Mashall and I am the Executive Director of 
Advocacy Unlimited (AU). Advocacy Unlimited empowers people with psychiatric 
disabilities by providing training in self, systems and legislative advocacy. I am here 
t&y to testify on two bills: House BB 5675 M C  THE DURATEON QF 
PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATPONS and Raised Bill 1439 M C  CONSERVATORS 
AND PROBATE APPEALS. 

I am testifying against House Bill 5675. This bill extends the amount of time that 
commitment can be extended under a Physician's Emergency Certificate &om 15 to 30 
days. Doing so would constitute a massive deprivation of rights, without adequate due 
process. This enormous disruption would have a huge negative impact on individuals' 
recovery. 

Through the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS), 
Con~lecticut has adopted a recovery oriented philosophy. The proposed legislation flies in 
the face of recovery centered values. Don't make Connecticut" mental health legislation 
regressive. On behalf of AU, I urge the Committee not to favorably consider this bill. 

I am testifying in favor of Raised Bill 1439 AAC CONSERVATORS AND PROBATE 
APPEALS with substitute language proposed by the Conservator Revision Committee, 
chaired by Judge Robert Killim. The language of the Committee elabarates on changes 
to Phe statute proposed in House Bill 1439. 

The present conserv&rship statutes are archaic and need the substantial revisions that 
have been suggested. The proposed language will finally bring the state of Connecticut 
into alignment with principles articulated by tbe President's New Freedom Commission 
and mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) through the OEmstead 
decision. 

The language proposed by &e Committee requires that a consemator is appointed only 
when it is the least restrictive means available and h e 3  the highest due proass 
safeguards. The Committee's recommendations are not a deviation fiom the norm, rather 
they are based on national model statutes, including the Uniform Guardianship and 
Protective Procedures Act (1 997) and the Model Probate Code (most recently amended 
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2006). In recent years states have been adopting many, if not all of the provisions in 
these model statutes. 

It is time for Connecticut to bring its conservatorship statutes into the 2 1st century. 
Egderly residents and residents that have or could acquire disabilities-potentially all of us- 
deserve it. 

Thank you for your consideration. I'll be happy to answer any questions. 


