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Public Hearing: 3-1 2-07 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
FROM: CONNECTICUT TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (CTLA) 
DATE: MARCH 12,2007 

RE: SUPPORT OF RAISED BILL 1389 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE TOLLING OF THE 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR A NEGLIGENCE ACTION BY A MINOR 

The CTLA supports bill 1389, and respectfully collteilds that the bill sllould be  passed. 

This bill would allow for minors to bring toi-t actioiis up to two years after they attain the age of majority 
or they die, whichever coines first. This would effectively toll the statute of limitations for illinors while 
they ase unable to bring a claiin because of the incapacity of their youth. 

By not allowillg some foim of tollillg of the statute of limitatioils the state has effectively kept children 
fiom asserting lawful claims for legitilllate injuries they have suffered inerely because the injury was 
suffered before they were of the legal age to bl-ing a claiin. 

Guardiails and parents call bring claiiiis on behalf of children, but the CTLA coiiteilds that it is unfair to 
totally bar an action by a child inerely because their pasent, tlu-ougll neglect or ignorance, failed to tiinely 
seek coillpensation for injuries sustained by their cl~ildren. 

111 addition, inally illjuries sustained by cl~ildren callllot be properly evaluated witl~in the ilolmal statute of 
limitations. Neuropsycl~ological testing used to identify traumatic brain injury caimot be fully utilized 
until a child has reached the age of six, well beyond the statute of li~llitatioils for illjuries that inay have 
occuil-ed when the child was one. 

*:* Coiinecticut is one of only six states that do iiot allow some an~ouiit of tolling of the statute of 
lililitations for minors to bring tort actions generally. 

*:* Connecticut is the olilv state i11 the country which does iiot allow for some measure of tollilig 
of tlie statute of linlitations in general tort or nledical malpractice clain~s. 
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The CTLA believes that the complex issues sui~ounding the injuries sustaiiled by children, and the systeill 
now in place allowiilg them to seek coil~pei~satioil for those i~ljuries show the need fol- the tolliilg of the 
statute of liillitatioils provided for in this proposal. 

WE RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO SUPPORT RAISED BILL 1389. Thank you. 


