
TESTIMONY ON RAISED BILL 1272-MARCH 30,2007 

TO HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

I AM PRESENTING MY TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO MOST PARTS OF M S E D  

SENATE BILL NUMBER 1272. I AM THE DULY ELECTED PROBATE JUDGE OF THE 

NEWTOWN PROBATE DISTRICT AND HAVE SERVED AS JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 

SINCE JANUARY, 1991. BEFORE THAT I WAS THE PROBATE CLERK FOR 12 YEARS. 

I HAVE THREE COMMENTS: 

1. SB 1272 REMOVES THE PROBATE COURT SYSTEM ENTIRELY FROM THE 

OVERSIGHT OF TJ3E LEGISLATIVE REGULATION REVIEW COMMITTEE (SEE 

lines 102- 106), GIVING THE PROBATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR CARTE BLANCHE 

TO PROMULGATE WHATEVER REGULATIONS HE WANTS AND THEN ENFORCE 

THEM. THERE IS NO OVERSIGHT WHATSOEVER EXCEPT A PROBATE COURT 

REVIEW PANEL WHICH IS NOT ANSWERABLE TO ANYONE AND FROM WHICH 

THERE IS NO APPEAL. 

2. EQUALLY DANGEROUS IS THE PROPOSED POWER OF THE PROBATE COURT 

ADMINISTRATOR TO IS SUE REGULATIONS (pp 4-5, lines 1 07- 1 1 7) REMOVING 

CLASSES OF CASES FROM THE JURISDICTION OF THE DULY ELECTED LOCAL 

PROBATE JUDGE (SEC. 2(b)(4), line 109) TO SOME OTHER COURT OUTSIDE OF THE 

PROBATE DISTRICT, AND IMPOSING FINES ON NON-COMPLIANT JUDGES (SEC.2(b) 

(7), lines 1 14- 1 17). THIS BILL, IN  EFFECT, CREATES THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT, 

PROSECUTOR, JUDGE AND EXECUTIONER IN A SINGLE PERSON WITHOUT 

ANY MECHANISM FOR REVIEW OR OVERSIGHT. 

3. SECTION 5 CREATES A SYSTEM OF CIRCUIT RIDERS TO ADJUDICATE CASES 



TAKEN FROM LOCAL COURTS BY THE NEW POWERS OF THE PROBATE COURT 

ADMINISTRATOR. THE IDEA THAT THIS CIRCUIT RIDER JUDGE IS AN ELECTED 

JUDGE (line 231) IS MEANINGLESS BECAUSEHE WASN'TELECED IN THE 

DISTRICT AND HE IS GOING TO HEAR CASES THAT HAVE BEEN INVOLUNTARY 

REMOVED FROM THE LOCAL JUDGE. THE ENTIRE PROCESS TURNS THE 

CONCEPT OF AN ELECTED JUDGE ON ITS HEAD. 

TO SUM UP-THIS BILL REMOVES LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT FROM THE RULE 

MAKING PROCESS, PUTTING THE PROBATE SYSTEM UNDER A "RULE OF MAN" 

RATHER THAN UNDER THE "RULE OF LAW." THIS BILL THWARTS THE WILL 

OF THE VOTER AS TO WHO IT IS THE VOTER WANTS TO ADJWDICATE THE 

MOST INTIMATE DETAILS OF HIS LIFE AND THE LIRE OF HIS FAMILY. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

MARGOT S. HALL, JUDGE 

PROBATE DISTRICT OF NEWTOWN 
EDMOND TOWN HALL 
45 MAIN STREET 
NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 06470 
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5 NETTLETON AVENUE 
NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 06470 


