
I am a citizen of this state, and I am citizen of this country. Like any other citizen I have 
been held responsible and I have done whatever my country and state has asked of me. I 
have done even more to help my fellow man. 

Still, for all that I have done, my government doesn't afford me the same rights it grants 
others. I did not have a choice in my physical being but it is that what the government 
appears to oppose. I have been advised by the best of the medical profession to take the 
path I've taken and to treat a condition as any other medical condition should be treated. 
It is these same medical professionals who are supported by our governments; yet, our 
government appears to ignore their advice. 

We pride ourselves in separation of church and state; yet, I am discriminated against 
based on Christian beliefs. Their are many religions and spiritual organizations that see 
me, and others like me, as special individuals, yet, my government has chosen one 
religion over others to decide the viability of my existence. Maybe it is the fear of public 
reprisal that has prevented my government from doing what is right; that protects our 
constitutional rights. 

I have been discriminated against and paid dearly for mistakes, unlike many of my other 
citizens. I walk into restaurants and public places with caution and leave when someone 
objects to my presence. I have to hide who I am to maintain my job and pay for my 
children's college tuition; a promise made to them long ago. I still pay my income taxes, 
do my jury duty when summoned, volunteer and donate to charitable causes, give a 
certain percent of my salary to the church and pay my property taxes. 

I ask not only for your vote for protection of our rights but also for the acceptance that us, 
like you, are valuable and worthwhile citizens of this government. 

Rene Lapierre 


