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H o n o r a b l e  C h a i r p e r s o n s  a n d  Members o f  t h e  Commi t t ee :  

The  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  my t e s t i m o n y  i s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a n  o p e n  l e t -  

t e r  t o  a l l  would-be f i r e a r m s  t r a f f i c k e r s ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  a g a i n s t  

whom t h i s  b i l l  i s ,  o s t e n s i b l y ,  d i r e c t e d ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

D e a r  would-be  f i r e a r m s  t r a f f i c k e r :  

The  C o n n e c t i c u t  L e g i s l a t u r e t s  J u d i c i a r y  Commit tee  i s  c o n s i d -  

i n g  b i l l s  t h a t  would c r i m i n a l i z e  t h e  f a i l u r e  t i m e l y  t o  

r e p o r t  l o s t  o r  s t o l e n  f i r e a r m s .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  you  

a n d  y o u r  f i l l i n g  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  g r a y  m a r k e t s  w i t h  " i l l e g a l r '  

f i r e a r m s .  B u t  D O N ' T  WORRY! T h i s  b i l l  c r e a t e s  s u c h  a  b i g  l o o p -  

h o l e  t h a t  you c o u l d  d r i v e  a n  1 8 - w h e e l e r  t h r o u g h  on  y o u r  way 

t o  a v o i d i n g  i t s  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s .  

A l l  y o u  h a v e  t o  do i s  t o  a c c u m u l a t e ,  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h e  f i r e a r m s  

you  w a n t  t o  dump i n t o  N o r t h  H a r t f o r d ,  N e w  Haven, B r i d g e p o r t  

a n d  e l s e w h e r e  a t  enormous  p r o f i t s .  Once you h a v e  e n o u g h  f o r  

t h i s  t i m e ,  c a l l  t h e  l o c a l  o r  s t a t e  p o l i c e  a n d  r e p o r t  t h e m  a s  

h a v i n g  b e e n  s t o l e n  y e s t e r d a y .  G i v e  t hem a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e d  ( b u t  

m o s t l y  p h o n y )  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  t h e f t  ( y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  a l l  

t h e  p i e c e s  s t a s h e d  away, o f  c o u r s e . )  A f t e r  y o u ' v e  d o n e  t h a t  

w a i t  a  c o u p l e  o f  weeks t h e n  t a k e  y o u r  r i d e s  t o  t h e  b i g  c i t i e s  

a n d  come home w i t h  no f i r e a r m s  a n d  l o t s  o f  c a s h .  

A t  some p o i n t  l a t e r  o n  o n e  o r  more o f  t h e s e  f i r e a r m s  w i l l  b e  
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s e i z e d  by law e n f o r c e m e n t  f o l k s  b e c a u s e  i t / t h e y  was/were  u s e d  

i n  t h e  commission o f  a  c r i m e .  S i n c e  t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  t h e  

make, model and s e r i a l  number o f  t h e  p i e c e ( s ) ,  i t  o r  t h e y  

w i l l  b e  t r a c e d  back  t o  you. 

A f t e r  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  a c c u s a t i o n s  and a t t e m p t s  a t  i n t i m i d a t i o n  

you w i l l  show them your  copy  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

( a l l e g e d )  t h e f t  p r o v i n g  t h a t  you compl ied  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t e  

a n d  r e p o r t e d  t h e  t h e f t  w i t h i n  r e q u i r e d  s e v e n t y - t w o  h o u r s :  

HOME FREE! Why wor ry  a b o u t  f i l i n g  a  f a l s e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t ,  

whof s g o i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  WEREN'T  s t o l e n ?  

I hope  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  you i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  

o f  y o u r  p r o f i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s !  

. . . . .  
When p a s s i o n  e v o l v e s  i n t o  o b s e s s i o n ,  r e a s o n  and r a t i o n a l i t y  

a r e  abandoned.  T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e s e  b i l l s .  The 

s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  h a v e  become s o  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

p a s s a g e ,  t h e r e b y  showing t h e  media  and  t h e  g u l l i b l e  p u b l i c  

t h a t  t h e y  have  a c t u a l l y  done  s o m e t h i n g  t o  make o u r  s t r e e t s  

s a f e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  have  ( d e l i b e r a t e l y )  f a i l e d  t o  e x p l a i n ,  by  

l o g i c  and  r e a s o n ,  j u s t  how t h a t  w i l l  happen w i t h  t h e s e  l a w s  

i n  p l a c e .  Mere s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  do n o t  make i t  s o !  

H o n o r a b l e  C h a i r s  and Members, t h i s  i s  b i l l  i s  a  p e r f e c t  exam- 

p l e  of  mere  " f e e l  good" l e g i s l a t i o n .  No would-be t r a f f i c k e r  

w i t h  ANY b r a i n s  a t  a l l  w i l l  b e  c a u g h t  by i t .  I t  w i l l  a f f e c t ,  

a s  u s u a l l y  happens  w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  { a n d ,  i n  

f a c t ,  HAS happened i n  t h i s  s t a t e  i n  s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  c a s e s ) ,  



o n l y  t h e  h o n e s t ,  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n  who m i g h t  n o t  know of 

i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  and m i g h t  n o t  comply due  s o l e l y  f rom i n a d -  

v e r t e n c e  o r  l a c k  o f  knowledge;  a  p e r s o n  no more a  t r a f f i c k e r  

t h a n  any  o f  you a r e !  The p u b l i c i t y  ( a n d  mos t  a s s u r e d l y  t h e r e  

WOULD b e  p u b l i c i t y )  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  t h i s  p e r s o n  ( a n  

e a s y  t a r g e t )  c e r t a i n l y  would  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  make law e n f o r c e -  

ment  l o o k  good,  b u t  i n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  REAL would-be t r a f f i c k e r  

w i l l  b e  on  t h e  o u t s i d e  w i t h  a  s m i l e  on  h i s  f a c e !  

T h i s  b i l l ,  l i k e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  c r i m i n a l i z e s  

n o n - c r i m i n a l  c o n d u c t .  You f o l k s  a r e  good a t  d o i n g  t h a t  and  

a v o i d i n g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  c r i m i n a l i z i n g  r e a l  

c r i m i n a l  c o n d u c t ,  s u c h  a s  t r a f f i c k i n g .  T h i s  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  

b e c a u s e ,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  c u r b  t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  f i r e a r m s  ( t h e  

o s t e n s i b l e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l ) ,  you h a v e  f a i l e d  e v e n  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  o r  c r i m e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a f f i c k i n g ;  

y e t  you a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  f u n d  a  t a s k  f o r c e  w i t h  h a l f  a  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  which a r e  u n d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  

C o n n e c t i c u t  G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge.  

J u s t  l i k e  Supreme C o u r t  J u s t i c e  P o t t e r  S t u a r t  o n c e  s a i d  a b o u t  

p o r n o g r a p h y / o b s c e n i t y  ( p a r a p h r a s i n g ) :  I d o n r t  know i f  t h i s  i s  

p o r n o g r a p h y / o b s c e n i t y ,  " b u t  know it when I see i t . " [ ! ]  The 

l e g i t i m a t e  gun owner i s  NOT a  " t r a f f i c k e r "  ( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  

i s )  ! C r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e s  mus t  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a n d a r d  o f  

p r o s c r i b e d  c o n d u c t  t h a t  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  

a v e r a g e  p e r s o n .  Wouldn ' t  i t  b e  b e t t e r  and  more l o g i c a l  t o  

c o n c e n t r a t e  on T i t l e  53a  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  

( t h e  P e n a l  Code) and  d e f i n e  and  c r i m i n a l i z e  " t r a f f i c k i n g "  ( a  

c r i m i n a l  a c t )  t h a t  i s  t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e s e  

p r o p o s a l s  t h a n  i n  c r i m i n a l i z i n g  n o n - c r i m i n a l  c o n d u c t ?  
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The s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e  o f  C B  903 i s  "To r e d u c e  t h e  number 

o f  i l l e g a l l y  o b t a i n e d  g u n s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  c r i m e s " .  

I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  you ,  b u t  i t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  you  g o t  it 

b a c k w a r d s :  h a s n ' t  t h e  l o s s  o r  t h e f t  a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  a t t a c h e s ?  How p o s s i b l y  c a n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  

o f  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  p r e v e n t  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  

h a s  a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s ?  

The s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e  o f  C B  904 i s  e v e n  more  o b s c u r e :  "To 

r e d u c e  t h e  number o f  i l l e g a l  ( e m p h a s i s  m i n e )  g u n s  u s e d  i n  

c r i m e s t t .  What i s  a n  i l l e g a l  gun?  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge ,  

f i r e a r m s  t h a t  a r e  l o s t  b y  o r  s t o l e n  f r o m  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

l a t t e r )  a re  a t  l e a s t  s i n c e  1968  a r e  LEGAL! T h e r e  i s  a  p a p e r  

t r a i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e v e r y  f i r e a r m  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  o r  

i m p o r t e d  i n t o  t h e  U.S.A. s i n c e  t h a t  d a t e .  A n  i l l e g a l  gun i s  a  

sawed-o f f  s h o t g u n ,  u n r e g i s t e r e d  mach ine  g u n ,  a  f i r e a r m  w i t h  a  

removed s e r i a l  number ,  e t c .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

t h e s e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s .  So,  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  i s  

n o t  o n l y  m i s l e a d i n g ,  i t  i s  u n t r u e !  

I h a v e  t h i s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  

S e c t i o n  l ( a )  o f  C B  903:  Who makes t h i s  s t u f f  u p ? !  A s  a n  

a t t o r n e y ,  I am e m b a r r a s s e d  when I am a s k e d  w h a t  t h o s e  words  

mean! I c a n n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d !  I t  i s  s o  v a g u e  and  s o  

n e b u l o u s  t h a t  I would  b e  v e r y ,  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  someone,  

l i k e  a n  a n t i - g u n  j u d g e ,  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  ANY a t t e m p t  a t  

s a f e t y  o r  s e c u r i t y  employed  b y  t h e  "good g u y N  f i r e a r m  owner  

would  be  f o u n d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  o r  s h e  becomes 

a  c r i m i n a l !  A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  t h e  o w n e r t s  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  s u f f i -  
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c i e n t ,  t h e  f i r e a r m s  would n o t  have  b e e n  s t o l e n ,  would t h e y ?  

You and  I w e l l  know how c l e v e r  and r e s o u r c e f u l  c r i m i n a l s  c a n  

be  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s !  I would h a t e  

t o  have  my b e s t ,  a f f o r d a b l e  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  my p r o p e r t y  b e  

f o u n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  t o  be  i n s u f f i c i e n t  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  some 

c l e v e r  and  r e s o u r c e f u l  c r o o k  was a b l e  t o  s t e a l  i t !  A l s o  i s  

t h i s  m y t h i c a l  " r e a s o n a b l e  pe r son" ,  t h e  p a r a g o n  f o r  j u d g i n g  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e ,  a  f i r e a r m  owner? From t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  

s e c t i o n  one ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  ANYONE c o u l d  comply! 

N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  w i l l  have  a n y  e f f e c t  on  " t r a f f i c k i n g "  

( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  i s )  ! 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  
17 

Bruce E .  S t e r n  




