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The Office of Chief Public Defender requests passage of Senate Bill No. 398, An
Act Establishing a Trafficking in Persons Council. The Council would continue the
work of the Interagency Task Force on Trafficking in Persons of which this agency was
a member.

Cases may arise where a person is arrested for trafficking and/or prostitution
and subsequently appointed a public defender. A concern of this office is that the
person arrested for prostitution might be also a victim of trafficking. It is important to
assure that if facing criminal prosecution for prostitution, the constitutional rights of the
trafficked victim are protected.

It is important that victims of trafficking, once identified, and children of
trafficking victims receive assistance necessary to avoid becoming a victim of trafficking
once again.



