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Good afternoon Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and distinguished 
members of the Judiciary Committee. For the record my name is James Papillo and I am 
the Victim Advocate for the State of Connecticut. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony in SUPPORT of: 

Raised Bill No. 284, Alz Act Colzcenzilzg 77ie Protection of Pets ilz Dolnestic 
Violelzce Cases 

The common factors in abusive relationships are power and control. Harming or 
threatening a family pet has been shown to be a "common tool" used by abusers to assert 
power and control over victims in domestic violence situations. 

There is a substantial body of evidence showiilg that people in divorce and 
domestic violence situations use pets as leverage to keep the victim in the relationship. 
Many spouses are often reluctant to leave an abusive domestic situation and seek help for 
fear that harm will come to their animals. The use of animals, particularly pets, as a 
weapon of choice in exerting dominance or control over loved ones is a serious issue. 

Because animals are often used a pawns in domestic violence, protecting 
animals can help protect human victims of domestic violence. 

Passage of Raised Bill No. 284 should give pause to abusers who inight resort to 
violence or threats against pets as a ineans of keeping their victims fkom leaving a 
relationship. In addition, such protection will likely provide a level of confidence and a 
sense of safety enabling victims of domestic violence to seek help. 

I strongly urge the committee to support this important proposal for all victims of 
domestic and family violence in Connecticut. Thank you for considering my testimony. 
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