
Judiciary Committee 
Room 1 E Legislative Office Building 
Hartford CT 

March 5,2007 

Members of the Committee, 

My name is Amy Stegall and I am the President of the Connecticut Horse Council. I am here today to ask 
you to support SB 284, AN ACT CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF PETS IN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
CASES. ' 

I am disappointed to report that this legislation is needed to offer protection to animals and their owners. I 
would like to note that the term I am using is "aninials".and not just "pets1'. This is necessary wording in 
order to ensure all animals are covered and not just household pets such as dogs and cats. Horses are 
every bit as vulnerable to abuse as any other animals, and horse owners care just as much about their 
horses as do the owners of household pets. 

Sadly there have been cases of which I am aware, that an abuser has harmed, or threatened to harm, 
horses or ponies belonging to their victims. 

The sole purpose of causing harm to a victim's animals is to control or coerce. Many victims refuse to flee 
an abusive or dangerous relationship for fear that the abuser will carry out the threats against the animal in 
question. Abusers recognize this fact, and will use it to manipulate their relationship. 

To quote from an article originally published in the New York Daily News, November 5, 2000 discussing . . 

.. convicted abusers who were ordered to 1.1ndergo cou'nseling as partof their sentencing: 

""As part of their probation, the abusers are required to spend 12 sessions with psychologist Dr. 
Stephanie LaFarge, senior director of counseling services at the ASPCA. 

"All of them are reluctant to undergo therapy," said LaFarge. "They deny or minimize the crime, but after a 
few sessions the truth comes out-and that is that they killed their lover's pet in order to cause the deepest 
emotional pain to their lover. And they did that because they felt that they could no longer control their lover 

the way they once did."" 

Often, domestic abuse is a dark secret, and frequently the general public is unaware how far the v~olence , 
extends. Victims are routinely isolated by their abusers, and this leads them to become even more focused 
on the safety of their animals, because the animals are now their sole source of comfort and affection. 

In recent years, the link between domestic violence and animal abuse has become clear. This is why the 
state of Maine took the initiative to enact this legislation in 2006, and other states are now following suit. The 
Cor~necticut Horse Council appreciates the fact that Senator Roraback has agreed to pursue this very 
important issue, and we offer our thanks for his efforts. This is more than just about arli~nai abuse; it is about 
domestic violence against human victims. 

This legislation will provide another tool to assist victims in escaping violence, and Horse Council again, 
urges this committee to support SB 284. 

Thank you, 
Amy Stegall 
President, The Connecticut Horse Council, Inc. 
stegall@snet.net 
860-377-3889 


