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Good Afternoon, I am submitting this testimony to support the intent and but also address 

specific concerns for H.B. 7285, AAC Carrying Handguns by Employees of the 

Department of Correction. 

Whereas I support the portion of the bill that explicitly grants authority to certain 

Department of Correction stafT to carry handguns in the performance of their official 

duties without the need for a Connecticut pistol permit, I am concerned about the 

elimination of the parole officer classification from the statutory language. 

Sec. l(b)(l) of H.B. 7285 deletes the reference to "parole officer of this state". By doing 

this, it would remove the present authority of parole officers to carry firearms while off 

duty and to and from work without a Connecticut pistol permit. I concur with the 

testimony provided by Commissioner of Corrections that this would severely affect the 

performance of the parole officer and hisher ability to respond to issues that may arise 

while off duty and potentially jeopardize their personal safety. It would also leave 

Connecticut parole officers under this section with less authority than parole officers of 

any other state while engaged in the pursuit of official duties. 

Additionally, the new language proposed under Sec. l(b)(E) only authorizes "any 

employee of the Department of Correction while engaged in community supervision of 

inmates, transportation of inmates, perimeter patrol of a correctional facility or activation 

or training of emergency response personnel" to carry a firearm without a Connecticut 

permit. It does not address parole officers who are employees of the Board of Pardons 

and Paroles and currently carry a firearm during the course of their duties. Parole officers 

of the Interstate Unit of the Board of Pardons and Paroles are responsible for and carry 



firearms during the transport of parolees arriving in this state for supervision under the 

Interstate Commission for Adult Offender Supervision (ICAOS). Under this proposed 

Section, they will no longer be able to do so. This would be a concern for both the safety 

of the Officers as well as the general public. 

While I have pointed out several concerns with the content of the bill, I am sure that we 

can work on specific changes that would address the aforementioned issues for both 

parole officers of the Board of Pardons and the Department of Correction. Obviously our 

mutual goal is to ensure public safety as well as protect our staff. 

Please feel free to contact Rich Sparaco, my legislative liaison, or me if you have any 

questions or require any further information. 

Sincerely, 

Q6ert Faw 

Robert Farr, Chairman 


