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Date: February 26,2007 

Re: R B  7234 AN ACT CONCERNING VICTIM SERVICES 

Good afternoon, Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and members of 

the Judiciary Committee. My name is Lisa Holden and I am the Executive 

Director of the Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence. As you 

may know, the Coalition is comprised of eighteen domestic violence programs 

located throughout the state of Connecticut. These programs provide 

comprehensive services to victims of domestic violence statewide. 

Today I am requesting your support of RB 7234 AN ACT CONCERNING 

VICTIM SERVICES. There are several aspects of this bill that I would like to 

highlight. 

First, in regard to Section 1 : foreign orders of protection: Any victim holding 

an order of protection should be afforded protection regardless of where they 

choose to visit, move or travel. Under the Violence Against Women Act, a 

victim fleeing from the abuser may seek enforcement of an out-of-state 

protection order. Section 2265 of the Violence Against Women Act provides 

that an order of protection issued by the courts of one state or Indian Tribe 

shall be accorded full faith and credit by the court of another state or tribe, and 



be enforced as if it were the order of the issuing state or tribe if the due process 

requirement of the issuing state or tribe were met. 

The problem in Connecticut has been the issue of requiring victims to cover 

the cost of service by any proper officer of any process, notice, order or other 

document. This has created a barrier to proper enforcement of out of state 

orders as victims are left with a burden to pay for the service. RB 7234 will 

resolve this problem by putting the responsibility of payment onto the Judicial 

Branch, which is appropriate. 

Second, in regard to Sec. 3 Subsection (a), we support the change to 85% 

reimbursement potential for crime victims who seek victim's compensation. 

It's not that we believe that crime victims should be limited to the amount they 

can be compensated. This reduction is the direct result of depletion in the 

compensation fund; it simply is no longer able to reimburse crime victims at 

100%. Only a significant change in the allocation to the compensation 

program would resolve the dilemma for crime victims. Without that, a limit 

must be established to preserve the fund and make it available for more crime 

victims. 

Third, in regard to Sec. 7 Subsection (d), we support the exchange of victim 

contact information between the Office of Victim Services and the Department 

of Correction. This measure will better ensure that crime victims are notified 

of important and critical information such as reentry furloughs. This is an 



important safety measure as many victims, most notably domestic violence 

victims, are at heightened danger when their abuser is released from prison. 

The safety of victims of domestic violence must always be kept in the 

forefront. That is why I am here today to request your support of the much 

needed changes to this legislation. Connecticut is extremely progressive in  its 

laws and treatment of both victims and offenders of domestic violence. 

Clarification of the current laws will only allow all systems dealing with 

situations involving domestic violence to respond more efficiently and 

effectively. 

Thank you. 


