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The Office of Chief Public Defender opposes passage of Raised House Bill No. 
7086, An Act Concerning Registration of Sexual Offenders. This legislation provides 
substantial and enhanced penalties which include mandatory minimum sentences for 
violation of certain sections of the statutes pertaining to Risk of Inju y to a Minor, Sexual 
Assault in the First, Second and Third degrees, Promoting Prostitution, Enticing a Minor 
Through a Computer, Obscenity to a Minor, Employing a Minor in an Obscene Performance 
and Promoting a Minor in an Obscene Performance if committed against a victim under the 
age of 13. The bill as raised is similar, if not identical, to S.B. 56, An Act Concerning the 
Registration of Sexual Ofenders, raised during the 2006 legislative session last year and 
also opposed by this office. 

The proposed legislation reclassifies these offenses as Class A felonies and 
provides for a 25 year mandatory minimum sentence for a person convicted of any of 
these offenses. Such a mandatory sentence is required to be imposed by the court 
even though the elements of the offenses are substantially different and range in 
conduct including compelled sexual contact to forced sexual intercourse and can 
include consensual activity among teenagers. Such mandatory minimum sentences are 
unduly harsh and do not allow for consideration of the circumstances of the offense 
or the 
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offender. In addition, such mandatory minimum sentences are contrary to the trend to 
provide discretion to judges in sentencing offenders. 

This office particularly opposes these sections because it could impact on 
teenagers engaged in consensual sexual relations who are more than 2 years apart. 
While not condoning consensual sexual relations by teenagers at an early age, this 
legislature has reviewed legislation in previous session pertaining to the penalties and 
ramifications that ensue when a teenager has been convicted of such an offense for 
consensual activity and thereafter labeled as a sex offender. Lives can be ruined by 
the stigma that attaches when convicted of a felony that carries the current statutory a 
minimum mandatory sentence of nine months, including the possibility of registry 
requirements on the sex offender registry and the label of a sex offender because a 
teenager had consensual sexual activity with another teenager. A conviction for this 
type of consensual sexual behavior can impact upon the teenager's pursuit of 
employment, enrollment in the military and housing. Such a conviction may impact 
upon the housing of the family of the teenager if he/she resides with the family. 

In addition, language in subsections (15) and (16) of Section One contains the 
phrase "predatory manner". Nowhere in the proposed language is this phrase defined. 

For these reasons, this office would oppose passage of this bill. 


