
State of Connecticut 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES 

OFFICE OF CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER DEBORAH DEL PRETE SULLIVAN 
30 TRINITY STREET-41h Floor LEGAL COUNSEL/EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 (860) 509-6405 Telephone 
(860) 509-6495 Fax 

deborah.d.sullivan@iud.ct.g;ov 

Testimony Of 
Deborah Del Prete Sullivan, Legal Counsel 

Office of Chief Public Defender 

Raised House Bill No. 7039 

An Act Concerning Public Access to Proceedings in Certain Juvenile Matters 

Judicia y Committee Public Hearing - Februa y 16,2007 

The Office of Chief Public Defender supports that portion of the bill which would 
require that "juvenile delinquency" and "families with service needs" matters continue 
to remain confidential. 

However, this office does not support that portion of the bill which provides for 
opening up neglect proceedings in the juvenile court to the public. The reason that this 
office is opposed to opening up neglect proceedings to the public is because many of 
the juveniles that are represented by public defenders in juvenile delinquency matters 
are also the subjects of neglect petitions which may be pending simultaneously in the 
Superior Court for Juvenile Matters. And as written, this proposal could permit medical 
and psychiatric information, family information and other information pertaining to the 
juvenile including schooling, and information pertaining to victims and witnesses to be 
open to the public in neglect proceedings. If such information and or records were 
public, it is very possible that the delinquency proceedings, for which confidentiality 
exists, would be impacted. 


