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I appreciate the opportunity to support House Bill 6983, An Act Concerning the
Enforcement of Certain Professional and Occupational Licensing, Certification and Registration

Laws.

This legislation increases the criminal penalty for the willful unlicensed work by repair
and construction professionals. These professions include plumbing, electrical, heating and
cooling, sheet metal, fire protection sprinkler systems elevator installation, repair and
maintenance work, irrigation work, automotive glass work or flat glass work. The penalty would
also apply to people who willfully employ such unlicensed professionals.

Under current law, the penalty for engaging in these professions without a license is a
$200 fine. This penalty is woefully inadequate and often leaves the state with little leverage to
obtain restitution for consumer harm. House Bill 6983 makes the criminal penalty a class B
misdemeanor with a criminal fine of up to $1,000 and imprisonment up to 6 months.

My office was recently contacted by a consumer who had hired a contractor to perform
some work on the consumer’s house that required licensed professionals. The contractor used
unlicensed contractors. Their shoddy work cost the consumer thousands of dollars to repair. If
considered home improvement, the state’s Home Improvement Act would have applied and the
penalty would have been a class B misdemeanor. My office could have sought an order of
restitution as a condition of probation.

Unfortunately, electrical and plumbing work and other state licensed work is not
considered ‘home improvement’ for the purposes of the home improvement act.

This legislation will make the criminal penalties consistent home improvement act and
the licensed professional statute. ‘

I commend Representative Serra’s leadership on this issue and urge the committee’s
favorable consideration of House Bill 6983.



