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The Office of the Probate Court Administrator, on behalf of the Probate Assembly, 
submitted raised Bill 1437 to resolve two problems that occur with some frequency in 
our courts. We urge favorable passage of the bill. 

For a child born outside the United States and adopted by a Connecticut resident, the 
first section of the bill would allow a probate judge, when presented with appropriate 
evidence, to change the date of birth on a certification of birth registration under section 
7-54.With the increase in adoptions of foreign born children, , this problem has become 
increasingly frequent. 
The sol.lrce of the problem is inaccurate information from the child's country of origin. 
The reasons vary from country to country. In some instances, war, famine or other 
societal disruptions make accurate birth records impossible to obtain. In others, the 
child's age may be intentionally understated in order to make them more attractive for 
adoption. Whatever the reason, as these children age, they are negatively affected by 
the inaccurate birth information. They begin school too early or too late. They are 
placed at levels that are educationally, socially, and physically inappropriate for their 
biological age. 

In many such cases, 'the medical profession is able to establish with much greater 
accuracy the child's true age. Notwithstanding that ability, there is currently no way to 



correct the certification of birth registration on which schools and other institutions rely. 
This act would empower the Probate Courts, after hearing and the presentation of 
evidence, to issue a decree establishing the child's age and birth date. Further, the 
registrar of vital records would, upon the receipt of such a decree, be authorized to 
correct the certification of birth registration accordingly. We believe that the affected 
children would benefit greatly from this process, and we urge the Committee to act 
favorably on the bill. 

Section 2 is offered at the request of the Council on Probate Judicial Conduct. It would 
amend the statutory procedures for the council's operation. Under the current statute, 
within three days of concluding its investigation, the Council must notify the parties 
whether it has found probable cause that judicial misconduct has been committed. In 
practice, the Council has found that this is not sufficient time for the necessary 
documents to be circulated among its members for signature. To comply with the three- 
day requirement, the Council must hold the investigation open until its next scheduled 
meeting, which could be weeks away. Increasing the three-day requirement to seven 
days would afford sufficient time for the necessary documents to be circulated and 
signed. The bill would eliminate the need to hold the investigatiori open and would 
reduce the amount of time required to conclude Council proceedings. We urge the 
Committee's favorable action concerning this proposal. 


