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I would like to thank the Chairs, Senator McDonald and Representative Lawlor, Vice Chairs Senator 
Handley and Representative Fox, Ranking members Senator Kissel and Representative O'Neill and the 
other distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee for allowing me to speak in unequivocal support 
of SB 1044, An Act Concerning Discrimination. 

My name is Eve Christian and I am a Board Member of the Connecticut TransAdvocacy Coalition. I am 
here to speak on behalf of the Ct TransAdvocacy Coalition. 

I am not here to tell my personal stories of discrimination, which you shall hear and read from many others 
in the community; though rather I am here to testify as on behalf of the Ct TransAdvocacy Coalition. This 
orgauization has grown dramatically over the years and works extensively with Service Providers, Case 
Workers, one on one Advocacy and legislative initiatives. 

Sadly, on far too frequent a basis, we receive calls from Transgender people who are or have been 
discriminated against: be it in Employment, Housing or by Service Providers, to name a few. From both a 
priori and empirical studies from various states, it is well known that discrimination against Transgender 
people is rampant. These studies reveal that over 50% of transgender persons experience discrimination 
based on their gender identity or expression, and for the remaining fortunate enough to be employed most 
realize annual salaries of less than $15,000; that housing discrimination based on their gender identity or 
expression exceeds 40%; that nearly 50% lack any type of health insurance and over 40% are never able to 
finish high school due to discrimination, and this list sadly goes on. 

On another note regarding the impacts of discrimination, many Transgender people and their families have 
been intimately engaged in the grassroots advocacy and organizing around this bill. However, I would 
venture to say that though nearly 80% of them desperately desired to testify they instead opted not to testify 
because of the deep seated fear of discrimhation and repercussions of being Outed, of being fired, of being 
denied educational opportunities! I find this simple fact a clear example of why passage of this bill is so 
vitally important - that this deep seated implicit fear of being Out will result in the rampant and blatant 
discrimhation a person and their loved ones face, simply because they are Transgendered. 

At the same time my organization recognizes that passage of such legislation alone won't eliminate the 
severe discrimination that the Transgender community k s .  That education and outreach to corporations, 
employers, service providers and the like is equally important. And such training is something my 
organization does constautly with numerous statewide service providers, organhtions and institutions. 
We have consistently found that such education goes a long way to removing the myths and 
misconceptions many individuals have about transgender. That after even a few hours of education, many 
recognize that being Transgender is not a choice though rather is a natural consequence of the diversity of 
sex and gender in the world and in our society. Two important points we stress is that this is not a choice or 
a lifestyle. Deciding to buy a Mercedes or an in ground swimming pool is a Choice. Being Transgender is 
NOT. Who would choose to loose so many things in their life such as their family, fi-iends, job, children, 
credit, education and so on? Certainly for me I did not choose to loose everything in my life to embrace 
my Gender Identity and Expression. This is a path I had to follow, like so many internal survival instincts 
we as human beings have. Society forced this loss directly upon me for being brave enough to recognize 
and accept who I am. I will not go back into the closet for anyone. I have a human and basic right to exist, 
to live, to be employed, to have housing and credit, to be a parent and to be a productive citizen in this 
beautiful and wonderful state of Connecticut. 

I urge you support and vote in favor of SB 1044, An Act Concerning D i s c w t i o n .  

Sincerely, 
Eve Christian 
Board Member, Ct TransAdvocacy Coalition 


