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Hartford, Connecticut 

Subject: Committee Bill No. 591 

Dear Senator McDonald and Committee Members, 

I strongly support the Committee Bill number 591 which proposes to eliminate 
unnecessary storage expenses for municipalities by requiring landlords to take possession of 
unclaimed personal property of evicted tenants. I understand that this issue will be considered by 
your committee on Wednesday, March 1 4th, 2007. 

This proposed change would bring the personal property evictions statute more in line 
with the existing commercial property evictions statute (Conn. GS Sec. 47a-42a). 

I have been an advocate of such a statute change for quite some time. $From my many 
discussions with municipal officials fi-om other communities I know that this statute is one that 
we all agreed needs to be changed in order to allow communities to focus on programs that they 
can control effectively. I am pleased to know that such action is now being considered. I would 
be available to participate in any discussions or hearings on this matter should you or the 
committee request. 

HISTORY 
Waterbury currently conducts, on average, thirty to forty evictions per month. This 

amounts to approximately 480 evictions per year. In the last five years I can not recall one 
instance where an auction of any seized property has yielded revenue back to the City to defray 
any of its costs. Most of the property that is stored and eventually disposed of has little to no 
value to the tenant. That is why the tenant leaves it behind in the first place. 
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COST 
Waterbury employs the services of a moving and storage company to assist in the 

operation of its current evictions program. This annual service costs $96,000 per year. This cost 
was seen as a savings when compared to the additional labor, equipment, administration and 
storage charges the City was incurring when attempting to manage the program using its own 
forces and storage space. Few if any of the personal possessions are ever claimed, resulting in 
increased bulky waste disposal costs. Last year our disposal costs for this program were 
approximately $35,625. 

The third cost associated with our program is labor and equipment charges to retrieve the 
abandoned personal property from the storage site, truck and dispose the same. Our approximate 
cost for this activity is $1 18,000 annually. 

SUMMARY 
Simply making it possible for municipalities to pursue civil action against evicted tenants 

is not enough of a change. 
In order for this proposed change to be effective municipalities would need to take its 

scarce public works assets and resources and re-focus them. Committee Bill 591 allows for 
landlords to take a more active role in the evictions process while allowing municipalities to 
focus their efforts onto those programs that it can more efficiently operate. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Very Truly Yours 

John P. Lawlor, Jr. 
Director 
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