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The Children's Law Center represents children in high-conflict custody disputes 

many of which overlap with the Juvenile Court system. Also, The Clldren's Law Line, 

a free hotline advice service, receives numerous calls each year from distraught parents 

who feel that their children have been removed from their homes unnecessarily or feel 
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under the language of t h s  proposed legislation. Further, the Court also maintains the 

authority to completely exclude members of the public when it is in the best interest of 

the chld to do so. 

Raised Bill No. 7039 is a middle-of-the-road proposal. It provides for a 

presumption of openness but applies to only abuse and neglect cases. Further, it allows 

for the continued confidentiality of the parties' identifying information and gives Judges 

discretion to close courtrooms on a case-by-case basis. It is a balance meant to promote 

the positive effects of opening abuse and neglect proceedings while limiting the negative 

effects. 

For these reasons, The Children's Law Center supports the enactment of Raised 
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