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Subject: Raised Committee Bill No. 1396

To: Human Services Committee
From: State Funded Child Care Directors Forum

The Forum represents the 112 child development centers funded by the Department of
Social Services. Since 1968, some 47 municipalities have been the grantees for the
funding to provide affordable child care and education to some 4300 Connecticut
children from low and moderate income working parent families. We applaud the
legislature’s efforts this year to incorporate the system of “Results Based Accountability. "
We believe that the new interpretation of the legislation passed in 1993 is.a result of the
state’s interest in maintaining that accountability. Unfottunately, we believe that the
attorney general’s interpretation puts relationships between municipalities and the Chl|d
development centers in dire jeopardy.

By insisting that human service contracts be subject to the RFP process, the existing
relationships between the families and the child development centers and the

- municipalities and those centers will be at risk. Many municipalities provide in kind -
services to the designated child care centers saving the state thousands of dollars
annually. For example, the Town of Wallingford provides all of our bookkeeping services
and helps with snow removal and other tasks. Additionally, because of the relationship
between the municipality and the child care program, the center, partially built with
state bond funds, sits on land owned by the Town at no cost to the program. In some
communities, medical insurance is covered by the town contract for child care
employees. In some communities, the municipality contributes significant funding to
help defray costs.

To put child care and education “out to bid” will be exceptionaily costly and not result in
any additional “accountability” for the use of state funds. The Department of Social
Services requires that we maintain NAEYC accreditation in order to receive funding.
Other legislation this year seeks to create a system to designate quality in child care
settings. NAEYC Accreditation will still be the highest quality rating. At the present

_ time, DSS funded centers are barely surviving on some $5700.00 per year per child
while school readiness programs are receiving $8025.00 per year per child for the same
service. Yet we have all attained NAEYC accreditation. The thought of putting our
elementary school funding “out to bid” would probably not cross anyone’s mind. Please
don't jeopardize the education of our youngest children by allowing these contracts to
go out to bid. Please pass Raised Committee Bill # 1396 with additional wording to add
municipalities. Thank you.
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