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Good morning Seaator Harris Rep Villano and members of the Human Sewices committee. My 
name is Patrick Carolan. I am here toQy to testify in fivor of SB 1510 an act providiig free 
college tuition for foster children who are adopest, My.*e Sfella and I have been involved as 
foster and adoptive pmnts fbr about 6 years. Daring &at time we have d for s e v d  children, 
so& for a short period of time and a few for longer. We also have two birth children. With all 
the cfiiIdren who have come into our home we Have hsd one simple rule ~ h m  fhey s e  with us 
&ey are family and treated as fanily. When we go on vacation or to fBmily cvmts they come 
wi& us and are part of the event. In 2002 we-were asked if we would take care of a brother and 
sister. They were 9 and 1 1. They had becn in and out of foster care since they were about 3 and 4. 
They had -been abandoned &used md neglected. Becase oftbeir ages and s h d u n s  they were at 
the stage were they were difficult to place. My son was in fourth grade wd reading at a 
kinderg- level, he had been expUed h m  his previous schwl, and was wnsid-ed a serious 
discipline problem; his sister was l l looking like she was 13 2md motiomlly about 3. k 2003 
we were asked if we would consider adopting them. We said yes. Even though they Bad been in 
foster care for over 5 years it stiII took mother 18 months fir the adoption ts be hiked. In 
September 2004 the adoption was fbd. Wiring the time he was a faster child w& rn we seat ow 
son to private scbmls, special summer programs and private tutoring to help him. All of which 
wst thousands upon thousands of dollas. Paone uf which the state paid for. I only mention this 
because 1 have h& people comment that faster parents rt-, ody in it for. &e money. This by far 
is about the most ignorant statement f have heard myom make. Stelk and I are not unique among 
foster parents. E ~ e r y  foster parent &at 1 how9 md we ~ Q W  many, s p d s  exohitant mount of 
time anad muafces to help their f~ster c M h  that far oITweighs the meager stipend and limited 
support that DCF provides. If you ever want to meet a real hero, talk to a foster parent. 

As yo= may be aware m foster cMd is a ward ofthe State. Therefore the state is responsible for 
paying college tuition for &at child ifhe/sbe is still in the care of &b state when they reach 
college age. This was just: oae of mmy benefits and services that foster chi1dFen lost when they 
were adopted. This led to a strmg diskcerative fa fo&r p&sto adopt their foster &il&en. 
The Department of Children and Families and the legislature recognized this disincentive and two 
years ago afixmpted Zo come& if. Yo11 passed lgislaticm that said thrtt fester childpen who were 
adcpted by &eir foster wodd receive college bition from the state u p  &Paddg from 
high school. Ud-eIy for whatever reason the department and the iegis'im decided $0 
&e the befiefit effwtke mly fm those children who were adopted &er January 1 2005. %re 
is arr, ~ a s m  why foster children adopt& before 2OQ5 showld not receive the same benefits as 
those adopted after 2005. Bere is no reason why they should be diswhbated agakslt simply 
becausa: &q were adopted Wofe 2805. These children at san early age, arnd&mgb no fa& of 
their oown, have been through a hell that you an8 I cannot even begin to bmgim. 1 ask you to 
please pass SB 10 10 and give thew c h i l b  a chance KO not just get by but to be successful. They 
dmme if. 

By the way my son is now in gh grade. He is a B student doing 8' grade work, he pIays trumpet 
in his s6:frmI band, goalie for his lacrosse team and center for his hke tb& team. 
Thank You 


