
Good morning Mcenbers of the C o d ~ e e  
My name ,is Gabridle Ktohener. I Aa17e psychiatric and physical disabilities, 

1 WO&. Bt the E)i&ili& Res~rcr! Cellter which provides mch services as teaching independent 
living &lls ,and transitioniqg people from nursing homes to the community, among many other 
services: ,I came befor$; you today to advocate forth& "mmey fo~lom the person" program, 
especially as it dates to the Carters for Independent Living. 

I th id  w y  peapig. with disabilities d c l  benefit from the 'b.oney follows the peruon" 
program, especially pmtple with cognitive and psy~hi&ric disabilities who are not mmdy 
c ~ ~ r e d  by t.b P~sontail Care Assistance Waiver . AISO? people who are in nu~six~g homes. a d  
who don't have the financial resources to live in the comm~nity would benefit from the "money 
follows the person"pmgraxn. 

I ~tngrself could Bern& fwm th is  program. I currently recgrive M&ica.id, which pays for a large 
portion of my. b m e  health care. Without my home health cart, I y~ould be in a 11~fSiag Rome 
w11ich is much more costly to the state. My hame health aides get me out of bed in the rnarni~~>g, 
wash me, clothe me, and toilet me. They assist me with my mutine of physical therapy exercises. , , 

They assist me with putti% on my night g0.n and putting we to bed. r'm in danger of Iosing : 

Medicaid because of a possible spend down .Thiu means P9m in danger of going ta a mming 
home. mowever, with the ''money follows tho persud'progm; 1: d d  live in the community 
md ast have to worry about sped dawns .I wodd receive h m e  health care in  my own home. 

The "money foliowe the perswf7 prQ@m should be $uided by independent living principles. 
People with disabilities should have choices in their services, thcy should control their services, 

I 

and they ~hodd  be as independent as possible with skills such eas budgeting, d i n g  phone d l s  
and finding persona3 care assistance. 

The Centsrk for Indqeadent Living would mktz ~xoclknt vehicles for adrriinivtrrrtion pfthe 
''mo~@y f ~ l l o ~ s  the persod'progrm because they alrertdy have a nursi~g home.trmeitian 
program ;kad t h y  t a c h  independent living skills. 

'I ask you to suppart generously the "money folbws the person" program. 

Gabrielle Kitchner 
249 Milbark Ave #202 
Greenwich, CT 06830 


