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Support for Bills: 

#117: AN ACT CONCERNING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS FOR PERSONS 
WHO ARE MEDICALLY NEEDY 

# 5640: AN ACT CONCERNING INCREASED ACCESS TO THE MEDICAID PROGRAM FOR 
THE MEDICALLY NEEDY 

By Nora Duncan, Public Policy Specialist 

The CT Association of Nonprofits represents over 500 nonprofit organizations in our state, nearly 300 of 
which are state-funded. Many of those are funded by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services (DMHAS) to provide treatment of mental illness to tens of thousands of people annually. 

The Governor's Budget contains insufficient funds for moving forward with the next phase of the 
Medicaid Rehab Option (MRO.) A successful adult mental health treatment system under the MRO is 
not possible without the support of two key budget priorities: 

1) Enact Community Investment and Fair Rate Methodologies for the 
Medicaid Rehabilitation Option 

2) Enact Changes in the Medicaid Spend Down Threshold 

Bill Number 5640, AN ACT CONCERNING INCREASED ACCESS TO THE MEDICAID 
PROGRAM FOR THE MEDICALLY NEEDY accomplishes the second goal by doing the following: 

Raises the income limit (between $476 and $575/month, region dependent) for Medicaid 
recipients for the first time since 1990. 
Reduces the number of vulnerable individuals with limited resources that must incur enough 
medical bills in a 6 month period to "spend down" to qualify for Medicaid. 
Pays providers, who frequently are not paid while individuals spend down, more quickly and 
reduces their financial risk. 

Bill Number 11 7, AN ACT CONCERNING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS FOR 
PERSONS WJ3O ARE MEDICALLY NEEDY will increase the number of Medicaid eligible 
individuals in Connecticut and allow more people to get the help they need. The bill requires the DSS 
Commissioner to pursue a federal option to use a less restrictive income limit when making Medicaid 
eligibility determinations for individuals who are aged, blind or disabled. 

Please support these bills and the mental health treatment providers and consumers of our state. Too 
many promises have been broken already. Any changes to the system must be made with the proper 
resources and planning. Your efforts on this matter are appreciated and you should feel free to contact me 
with any questions you may have. 
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