
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE IN SUPPORT OF SENATE 
BILL NO. 1350; ACT CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GENERAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

By Attorney Veronica Halpine March 8,2007 

I am an attorney in the benefits unit at Greater Hartford Legal Aid. I urge you to support Senate Bill No. 
1350 and to pass this important legislation as no one can live on $200 a month in the New England, 
much less this great state. Connecticut is not only a wealthy state but an expensive state to live in. 

I represent very disabled individuals - people who are actively dying or severely impaired- on their 
applications for social security disability benefits. In order to receive the $200 a month fiom DSS, my 
clients must have presented medical evidence of a severe disability and have applied for social security 
benefits. Since the benefit amount was reduced, more of my clients live in basements and homeless 
shelters. The social workers at the Chrysalis Center have my direct number. Increasingly, my clients are 
exposed to the hazards of living on the streets. 

The Social Security Administration reimburses the state of Connecticut for supporting my clients while 
their applications are pending. The state gets the money back. Unfortunately, most of my clients are 
denied social security benefits because their medical records are not sent in. A very large percentage of 
these cases are overturned onappeal. The appeal process can take two to three years. The Hartford 
office of Disability Adjudication and Review is taking up to a year and a half to schedule hearings on 
appeals and has been sending cases to Springfield, Massachusetts for adjudication. People are living on 
next to nothing while they await adjudication. 

I am not a social worker or a sociologist, however, it does not take a degree to understand the legal, 
social and personal ramifications of giving the needy less than is necessary to obtain safe shelter, 
utilities, clothing and transportation in this state. 

Many of my clients worked hard before they became disabled. One of my clients was a roofer. He fell 
off the roof, suffered a serious brain injury and developed a seizure disorder as a result. He lived three 
years in a homeless shelter, receiving the generous $50 a month bestowed on homeless people. He had 
seizures out in the street. He could not improve his situation. 

Carolyn Carter is with me today. She is a graduate of Trinity College and a former school teacher. She 
has two Masters degrees. Carolyn Carter is Every Man. She lost her job. Her teacher's pension was lost 
to unsuccessful investments. Her home was foreclosed upon in the same month she was diagnosed with 
metastatic cancer. She lived in a homeless shelter until she was forced out because she had exceeded the 
time limit. She pushed her belongings around in a grocery carriage. She was assaulted by dogs. Carolyn 
Carter, an educated woman, could not rise fiom the cinders on $200 a month. No one can. 

I urge you to be compassionate, merciful and reasonable by passing Senate Bill 1350 with the necessary 
drafting corrections. 



Amended Language for SB 1350 

AN ACT CONCERNING ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE-ADMINISTERED 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly 
convened: 

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 17b-191 of the general statutes is repealed and 
the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Efech've July 1,2007): 

(b) [No earlier than September 1,2003, but not later than October 1,2003, the] 
state-administered general assistance program [pursuant to this section and 

any general assistance program operated by a town] shall provide cash 
assistance of [(I) two hundred] thee hundred thirty-thee dollars per month to 
(1) a single unemployable person upon determination of such person's 
unemployability; [(2) two hundred dollars per month for] and (2) three hundred 
and thirty-three dollars per month for a single transitional individual, [who is 
required to pay for shelter; and (3) fifty dollars per month for a single transitional 
individual who is not required to pay for shelter. No earlier than September 1, 
2003, but not later than October 1,2003, eligible families] Families e1ig;ible for 
cash assistance shall receive [cash] such assistance in an amount that is [fifty 
dollars less than] equal to the standard of assistance such family would receive 
under the temporary family assistance program. [The standard of assistance paid 
for individuals residing in rated boarding facilities, shall remain at the level in 
effect on August 31,2003.1 No individual shall be eligible for cash assistance 
under the program if eligible for cash assistance under any other state or federal 
cash assistance program. 


