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Good morning, Chairpel-son Slossberg, Chail-man Gal-uso, and distinguished G.4E Coininittee 

members. My name is Phil Shei-wood and I ain the L,egislative Dii-ectol- with the CT Citizen Action 

Group (CCAG). CC.AG has approximately 30,000 member families in the srate of CT and 1 

appreciate the oppoitunity to speak befoi-e you today in regards to HB73S6. 

For the first time in oui- nation, a state legislatui-e passed a cornpi-ehei~sive campaign finance 

refor-in bill that levels the playing f-ield and a mechanism for individ~~als to run foi- g ~ ~ b l i c  

office without being dependent on special intei-est money. Members of the General Asseinbly and 

especially members of this coininittee should be commended for setting in motion a new system that 

sets the stage for the next state elections to be owned bli the votei-s, not moneyed intei-ests. CCAG 

would like to applaud and pledge suppoi? fbr f~~rthei- eff'oi-ts that aim to strengtl~en oi- refine this 
\, 

,$ I~istoi-ic I-efoi-m such as the concepts put foith in HB73S6 

CCAG suppoits efforts in HB7386 to mandate electronic f-;ling but believe that it s110~1ld 

cui-1-ently apply to all 1-aces and not a select fe\i. E-f-;ling is essential to having a sti-eamlined and 

transparent p~lblic financing system especially in light of the need to pi-ovide matching funds to 

participating candidates. As written, HB7386 lool<s to amend statutes to requii-e e-filing once a 

candidate has I-eached a $30,000 threshold rathei- than the existins $250,000 threshold. 

Cui-1-ently as wi-itten, many primaries for the House Representatives would not meet the 

i-equired $30,000 threshold to e-file as they need to I-aise $5,000 in seed money to receive $10,000. 

To the extent that there is any threshold set to require e-tiling, it  should be set at a low enough level 

to ensure that all candidates eligible for public fii~ancing and all candidates that may ti-igyei- 

matching funds ai-e I-equired to e-file. Ultimately, we believe all candidates should be required to e- 

f>le their I-eports so as to encoui-age acc~irate and prompt disclos~ii-e. It's impoitant to have 1 

streamlined pi-ocess that is q~licI< and ti-ansparent and that allows the system to \voi-I; as envisioned. 

CCAG also suppo~ts  the concepts within the bill that i-equire Contribution Cards for 

qualifying contributions foi- the Clean Elections' PI-ogi-am as we belicve it will help in the 

verification process. 



CCAG would like to eupi-ess co11ce1-n wit11 the concept in HB7386 that changes the 

requii-enie~it that individuals must be 1-egistel-ed to vote in 01-dei- to nialte a qualifying contl-ibution to 

a candidate of tlieil- choice The goal of this is to provide a ineclianisin tliat helps candidates ],now 

that they have met the amount I-equil-ed for seed nioney It's CCAG's position that this concept 

undel-mines tlie spirit of public financing, a system that has pl-ornised to increase people's o\v~ie~-sliip 

and participation, by delibei-atelg. preve~iting individuals fi-on1 participating in tlie clean elections 

process We also believe tliat tlie concept of tlie Contribution Card i n  the bill malies the need to 

shut people out of the process for verification purposes nioot 

We again ~vould lilte to tlianl; the committee ibr their coul-age in I-ecently passing the historic 

reforms and are encouraged by the coni~iiitnient from the committee to refine the I-efonn and malie 

clianges to the refol-m that will aid in tlie implenientation of this new system 
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