
TO: General Assembly Government Administration and Elections 
Committee 

RE: Raised House Bill 7144 
AN ACT ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF EDUCATION AND 
SERVlC ES FOR CI'rIZENS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDERS 

DATE: March 16,2007 

Senator Slossberg, Representative Caruso, and Members of the Government 

Administration and Elections Committee: 

My name is Anne Kellner and I have been a Paraprofessional for the past 17 

years in the Thompson School System. During my tenure I have had the 

opportunity to work with several students with autism. Our members in 

CSEAISEIU Local 2001 working as paraprofessionals support Raised House Bill 

7144. This worthwhile service is greatly needed in our state and I commend your 

efforts to get funding to establish this agency. 

One of the goals we hope to achieve with this new agency is to provide families 

the best care and education possible by professionalizing the autism service 

workforce. I know when I was first assigned to work with a child with autism, my 

training was far from adequate. Many school systems do not have funding to be 

able to get the training needed. I learned a lot on my own and am fortunate that 

working with different students comes easy for me. 

Unfortunately, and through no fault of their own, this is not the case for some. 

Training, especially for the younger work force, is needed. 

I believe this bill will help develop quality services for families of adults with ASD. 

As students get older, parents face continuing challenges. With too few scattered 

resources available, parents and their adult children with AS0 fall too easily into 

the cracks. 



We also believe this agency can help develop quality standards to ensure 

children and adults with ASD receive consistent, stable, and cost effective care. 

It is not enough to go through the motions, and pass special needs students year 

after year so just to hand them a diploma. We need to be able to provide 

adequate education and development services which will allow these individuals 

to gain independent living skills, lifting the burdens ,from their families. 

Yes, this agency is sorely needed. With the rising number of children and adults 

with ASD, it is necessary to educate the personnel working with these 

individuals, give them and their families a solid place to go for resources so they 

will be able to grow, thrive and live independently while contributing to our 

communities. 

Thank-you for your time and for hearing my voice on this critical matter. 

Anne Kellner 
Paraprofessional, Thompson Board of Education 
President, Chapter 155, CSEAISEIU Local 2001 
34 Valley Rd. 
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
Home Telephone: (860) 923-3069 


